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RICE CULTURE CHANGED OF FARMERS IN THE TRIBUTARY OF
BANGPAKONG RIVER
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the rice culture changed of the farm-
ers in the tributary of Bangpakong River basin used two samptes communilies which were
the white and the green communities. Farmers in these communities were classified into
3 groups which were the farmers who had their own land for cultivation, farmers who both
owned and rented the land and farmers who rented the land only. The data collected in-
clude indepth interview with 25 keys informanls the changed evclving from traditional o
modern period. The sludied as a whole focuses on the changed of social, cultural, and
economic factors affected the farmers’ way of lives in both positive and negative aspects.

The research results that the rice culture changed of farmers from the traditional
(before 1982 B.E£ ) to modern period (1982-present) affected the farmers’ way of lives, in
both positive and negative aspects, The changed factors both in positive and negative

aspects were from the changed of culture, economy, technology, modernization, trans
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portation, and information system. Traditionally, both communities were characterized by :
the simple way of lives, the inconvenience in communication between communities, rice
cultivation for their own consumptions within the communities, used of the local rice stalk- :
ing, depended on nature, team working among their relatives, reliance on the ritual be-
lieves, tradition and values from their ancestors and traditional practiced for the stages of
production. Once the communities were modernized, families became nuclear families.
The research found that families became more single family, social relations became more
complex, automobiles replaced paddled boats. Rice production was no longer for family
consumption but for sale to made profit relying on hired labor instead of exchanged of labor
from neighbors. Most of modernized farmers switched from rice farming to shrimp or fish
farming because of better profit. The results from changing rice culture had both positive
and negative aspects. The positive outcomes were the convenience, the speedy produc-
tion of farm product resulting from used modern technologies, bigger and wider market.
As regards the negative outcome, in their farmland had residues chemical, erosion soil,
the farmers got into debt, farmers lacked pride of their own traditional culture due to the
dominance of imported culture. This is the reason that forced the farmers to work harder
and saw to the importance of money more than any other things and the ones who own a

lot of capital would control the means of production.

Keyword: Rice Culture /Change/Environment Component/Positive/Negative
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