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An Analysis of the Creativity of Thai Contemporary Dance :
A Case study of PichetKlunchun
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Abstract

This gualitative research aims 1) (o study concepl and attitude towards Pichet
Klunchuen's creation of contemporary Thai dance ang 2) to study Pichel Klunchuen’s crea-
lion principles of contemporary Thai dance. This study is conducted based on theories of
Thai dance and contemporary dance through 2 pieces of Pichet's work including “Chui
Chai” and "l Am a Demon”.

The findings show that experience in traditional Thai dance, western style of per-
forming art, and experience in interpreting works of world-class aristsplay imporiant roie
in Pichet Klunchuen's creation of contemporary Thai dance in terms of concepl ang at-
titude. His works present traditional Thai dance through weslern concept of performing
arl. Attitude of contemporary Thai dance has a great impact on his creation. This includes
qualifications of contempeorary Thal dancer which must be skillful and relying mostly on
the basic knowledge and skill of Thai dance. For the creation principle, Pichet Klunchuen
emphasizes mostly on traditional Thai dance. He believes that aesthetic beauty purely is
not enough for atiracting audiences of new generation; therefore, he creates new style of
contemporary Thai dance highlighting the expression of universal performing art concept
based on western style of defamiliarization 1o arouse the audience o question the work and

then returning to watch or to examine the traditional Thai dance.

Keyword . Contemporary Thai Dance
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