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HOOP TAM : A REFLECTION OF SOCIETY AND CULTURE IN
THE MIDDLE NORTHEAST
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Abstract i

The purpose of this research was threefold: firstly, to study the background, the
social and culture, well as the existence of Thai-Lao cultural group community in the Middle
Northeast; secondly, to analyze the beliefs, the painting styles, and the stories that appear
in the Hoop Tam; and thirdly, to study the reflections between the Hoop Tam and the com-
munities, the roles and functions of the Hoop Tam which appear in 1hai-Lao culture group
community in the Middle Northeast and the existence of Hoop Tam in the future. This study
was a qualitative research with sociocultural historical approaches. The research resuits
are as follows:

The Middle Northeast community is the long-history community. The Thai-Lao
group is the highest number of people in this region. They were the frst group who came
to settle. They began the settlement in Mahasarakham, Khon Kaen, Roi Et, during the 23rd
Buddhist Century to the early 24th Buddhist Century. Chao Hua Kroo Wat Phon Samet
was the leader. Later Kalasin was a group of immigrants. Chao Pha Kao Som Pra Mith was
the leader. These groups had Lane-Xang cultural practices which were: respect for faith
in Buddhism, belief in ancestral ghosts, language, and dress. Traditions related with the
lifestyle were Heat Sib Song, Kong Sib Si, which affected beliefs in drawing. Hoop Tam had
been created with faith to Buddha and moral. Pattern characteristic, content, and the story
of Hoop Tam were the folk art style that was simple and straightforward, drawn inside and
outside of Sim by folk artists. Composition and layout of images were based on the needs
of artist and the size of Sim. Colors used to dust were paint or local material. The reflection
between Hoop Tam and society were: reflections the story of Buddhism, local literature,
and images of villager’s lifestyle during that time. Hoop tam maintained roles and functions
in society with various dimensions in the relations of community life. It brought about ap-
plication, improvement, utilization, from both forms and stories. This made Hoop Tam have
movement and roles all the time. The values of Hoop Tam caused the cooperation of every-
onge in the society to build value identity in the Hoop Tam and together create approaches

to conserve and inherit Hoop Tam to exist in society.

KEY WORD : HOOP TAM / REFLECTION / SOCIETY AND CULTURE / THE MIDDLE
NORTHEAST
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