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Chuichai Keerati : Khun Ying Keerati and Her Last Beauty
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Abstract

This study entitled “ChuichaiKeerati: Khun Ying Keerati and Her Last Beauty” is
a creative research inspired by Sri Burapha’sBehind the Painting. The “ChuichaiKeerati:
Khun Ying Keerati and Her Last Beauty” integrates Thai classical dance, language, litera-
ture, installation art by means of clothing construction, and video art to creatively express
the story through clothing construction and installation art using video art technigue.

This work presents the concept of appearance transformation of a woman, Khun
Ying Keerati-the heroine of the story, who is being seriously sick and getting closed to
death to have a nicer look. Three parts of the story are portrayed: 1) the time when Khun
Ying Keerati is getting closed to death (it illustrates her love to Nopporn, the hero of the
story, and vice versa in Japan which focuses on the content of the letters they send to each
other when Khun Ying Keerati has returned to Thailand but Nopporn is still studying in Ja-
pan), 2) the time when Khun Ying Keerati gets dressed to welcome Nopporn (it illustrates
how Khun Ying Keerati is dress-up to meet her beloved man when he returns from Japan),
and 3) the last dressing up when Khun Ying Keerati is dress-up to welcome Nopporn’s visit
in which he does not know that she is getting really closed to her death.

As an installation art work piece, the presentation of this work follows the conven-
tional style in which the presentation area is divided into 3 sections.

Section 1 is the area presenting the content of the letters between Khun Ying Kee-
rati and Nopporn and information related to the novel Behind the Painting. This is to guide
and/or to remind the audience the story.

Section 2 is the area presenting the woman’s costume in which it is divided into 2
parts: the costume for Thai classical dance and the inner dress. The first part of the video
presentation shows the story when Khun Ying Keerati asks her sister to help her getting
dressed. The second is at the time when Khun Ying Keerati is dress-up waiting for Nop-

porn. The latter reflects the sorrow in Khun Ying Keerati’'s mind. Wiring technique is used
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to form a female costume for Thai classical dance. This is to reflect that Thai women are
stereotyped by society to behave as noble lady.Paper sewn with interlining are used for
forming various sizes of cherry blossom flowers, and these flowers are sewn together to
form a piece of cloth.

Section 3 is called The Kimono of Sadness. This presents Chui Chai Dance with
new lyric and music to portray Khun Ying Keerati’s transformation. The video presentation
of the dance is shown on the Kimono of Sadness. The Kimono of Sadness is made from
paper which also represents the letters between Khun Ying Keerati and Nopporn. Iterative
technique is used to represent the power of Khun Ying Keerati's love and it is the conclu-

sion of presentation from the beginning to the end of this creation.
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