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Sut-sa-nguan Sam Chan : An Arrangement for Piano Solo
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Abstract

Sut-sa-nguan Sam Chan is an anonymous old tune. Thai music master, Khru Mon-
tri Tramot had expanded or reduced the original tune to complete the structure of “Thao”
(Suite). Sut-sa-nguan has become a popular vehicle for musicians to arrange for several
solo instruments. Consisting of one movement, this version for solo piano was inspired by
several settings for various Thai instruments. The tiew hwan (slow section) was obtained
from the sound and techniques of a three-stringed fiddle (saw sam sai) and Thai vocal
conventions, emphasizing the main melody with melisma and trilling techniques. On the
other hand, the tiew geb (fast section) takes its inspiration from plucked and percussive
instruments (ja-khe and khim), conveying the characteristics of liveliness, concision, and
decisiveness. The traditional Thai practice of melodic improvisation is fused with western
harmonic structures including secondary dominants, countermelodies, and counterpoint.
The experiment of this arrangement is the use of western composition techniques appro-

priately for Thai music.

Key Words : Piano, Sut-sa-nquan
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