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Abstract

This dissertation titled “Phimai National Museaum and Prasat Phimai: The New
Approach of Cultural Management” is a part of the PhD programme in Art and Cultural
Management. It aims at enhancing understanding of Phimai’s art and culture as well as lo-
cal heritage via Phimai National Museum, Phimai temple and the city of Phimai. Besides, it
also suggests new ways in which cultural management and museum exhibitions should be
implemented through the introduction of new museum labels, tourist routes within Phimai
temple and across the city. This needs to be undertaken to link historical tales and narra-
tives to tourist routes by establishing an understanding of local history through the annual
festival at Phimai from 2013-2015, namely Jayavarman VI sound and light show and Kong
Rak Prommatat the Musical.

It is discovered that Phimai was an ancient city so important that it was once the
centre of the Khmer Empire during the reign of King Jayavarman VI, the beginning of Ma-
hidharapura Dynasty. Jayavarman VI was a Buddhist king who established Phimai temple
as the centre of the city and the temple became his reign’s temple. Phimai temple had been
revered by Buddhists until the end of King Jayavarman VII's period. It is clear that people in
Phimai have rarely been informed of Jayavarman VI because the authority at Phimai Histor-
ical Park has never made an effort to do so. However, the community in Phimai was more
satisfied when they leaned about local legendary figures like Tao Prommatat, the folktale of
Tao Prajit and Nang Orapim. The locals were more apparently proud of their local history
and are ready to cooperate in supporting local art and culture, in order to make Phimai a

culturally well-managed city that co-exists with the community in the future.

Keywords : Phimai National Museum, Prasat Phimai, Phimai City, King Jayavarman VI
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