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Abstract

This paper aims to present the results of study the local wisdom which establish-
ing security for elderly. Four Lahu villages of Mai-Aine district in Chiangmai province were
selected as the field study. The research methodology used was ethnographic. Research-
ers observed the social and cultural behavior and lifestyle of the target groups. In-depth in-
terview also was used to understanding the Lahu’s system of thinking, beliefs, and values.
These affected to their behavior with the elderly group and also developed to be the local
wisdom of Lahu for establishing their elderly security.

The result of this study found that the security of Lahu elderly was depended on
the maintaining of traditional Lahu culture. The important local wisdom to maintain Lahu
traditional culture in community was cultural community management. Beginning with
transmit Lahu belief throught socialization process which consists of discourses, leader
of belief, religious place, structure of communities administration, ancestor ghosts, ritual,
family and community. After pass the socialization process, belief becomes the gratitude
value, norm, and supporting system, which lead to the security of Lahu elderly. This paper
also presents the risks that may happen to the Lahu cultural maintaining. The strategy to

manage the Luha cultural community for today also reveal in this paper.
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