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Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative research were to 1) study the history of Lakhon Nok
since Ayuttaya period to Rattanakosin period 2) study the elements of Lakhon Nok called
Ngopa from the scene “Wedding” 3) analyze the dances and the roles of a character
named Lamhub.

The results of this research were as follow : The origin of this play was in Ayuttaya
period which was adapted from Norachatri. It was performed outside the palace and also
emphasized in amusement that to be called “Folk Play”. All the characters were males.
They performed rapidly, not to emphasize in dancing and tradition. Before performing,
they played a prelude and danced with deftness. They sang and intervened the indecent
gag by themselves. The stories were jataka-fables. At the beginning, the characters got
dress like the commoner people. Later, they got like the king. The musical instruments for
performing were called “Pipat Chatri” which was developed to be “Pipat Khrueng Ha” In
Thonburi period, Lakhon Nok was like in Ayuttaya period but the development was not
show. In Rattanakosin period, Lakhon Nok was developed distinctively. The king encour-
aged continuously that conduced to new form called “Baep Luang” The characters were
males and females, dancing with deftness but be gentle and beautifully with amusement,
They danced rapidly and beautifully, The stories such as Sungthong, Krithong, Kawenama,
Phra Apaimani and Ngopa were taken to perform.

Lakhon Nok (Ngopa), the scene “Wedding” was composed by King Rama V. The
form of performing was “Lakhon Nok Baep Luang” that showed the society, the cultures,
the race and the identity of Ngopa Tribe. The story displayed the love of one woman with
two men and ended in tragedy. The element of performance was important to showed the
atmosphere of the society, the cultures, the race and the identity of Ngopa that different
from other stories including indicated philosophy and commentary that appeared on Ngo-
pa’s traditions and cultures about the wedding which was hold an arranged marriage, the
gratitude, the honesty in love and the preserving one’s purity of the past women. There was
intervention of moral and classy tradition which reflected and applied these to life further.

The dances and the roles of a character named Lamhub in Ngopa, from the scene
“Wedding” were accompany with Thai Classical Dancing and the commoner dances which
were gracefulness. She danced according to the lyrics and the negotiation that the audi-

ences could understand. Lamhub’s role to get dress before marriage was a solo dance that
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emphasized the art of dancing to show off the performer’s advanced capability which was

the important role and the distinctive identity of the character.

Keyword : Lamhub / Lakhon Nok / Ngopa
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