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Abstract

This research aims to study the background, existing status, as well as to analyze
the problems by using participation theory, conservation theory, and the theory of developing
folk performing arts in order to investigate the guidelines for developing the Lakorn Chatri
in Chachoengsao Province. The research findings were as follows.

The background of Lakorn Chatri in Chachoengsao occurred after the holy Phra
Phuttha Sothon Buddha image had been taken from the Bangpakong River. After that, for a
while, the dances to worship and pay homage were performed by the villagers, then those
dances became to the dances performed to make a votive offering. As a result, there were
many performers and many troupes to perform those dances. The performance can be
categorized into 3 periods: 1) Lakorn Tuk, 2) Lakorn Chatri and 3) Contemporary Lakorn
Chatri. Due to the society change, there were some adaptations of those Lakorns and it
affected Lakorn Chatri. Actually, professional performers with knowledge skills and having
experiences are required for performing Lakorn Chatri, but nowadays, there are not many
who remain performing Lakorn Chatri. In addition, without documentation, memorizing is
the only way for transferring the knowledge. As there are no ancestors to educate the new
generations, most of teenagers turn to work other jobs with permanent income.

By the occurred problems, the guidelines for developing Lakorn Chatri in Chacho-
engsao can be investigated as follows: 1) guideline for developing of Lakorn Chatri Group
(internal factors); transferring knowledge between old and new generations of perform-
ers such as dancing posture, music, props etc., and frequent rehearsal of Lakorn Chatri
performance should be done, 2) guideline for developing Lakorn Chatri Group (external
factors); supporting from the government sector such as being invited to perform in events
or activities organized by the provincial administration, for example, annual festival, Thai
heritage conservation day, as well as cooperation with academic institutes to arrange the
training course for students and knowledge management of Lakorn Chatri performing arts

by arranging texts or documents.

Keyword : Guideline for developing, Lakorn Chatri in Chachoengsao province
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