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A Comparative Study of Ethnic Groups Culture:
the Akha in Thailand and the Hani in the People's

Republic of China in Terms of Beliefs and Costumes

LI HOUJIE

Thisresearchaimedto studythe beliefsand clothing
of Akha tribal in Thailand and the Hani tribal in China
and to analyze the cultural similarities and differences
between these two groups. The research sites were Pa
Kluay Village, Mae Fah Luang District, Chiang Rai, Thai-
land and Jiayin (F #Jia y i n), Honghe District, Hun He
County, Yunnan, People's Republic of China. The key
informants were 20 Akha people from Pa Kluay village,
Mae Fah Luang district, Chiang Rai Province, Thailand,
and 20 Hani people in the village of Jia Yin, Honghe
District, Yunnan Province, China.

The results of the study found that the Hani tribal
clothing was woven and worn by Hani people and
decorated with silver metal, black color painted. They
belief that black is the color of life and auspicious. The
Akha tribe of Thailand was divided into three types
named “Uo Lao Akha”, “Lome Akha” and “Pamee Akha”,
the clothe of these Akha people are not very different.
Clothes were woven and worn by the groups and
decorated with metal. The culture of dressing of these
two tribes looked very similar both in terms of color and
decorations. The Akha were historical classified as part
of the Hani people who moved to Thailand. Therefor
both groups have similar culture. However there may
be a slightly difference because of the characteristics
of different terrains which caused the different raw

materials used.

Keywords : Culture, the Akha, the Hani, Faith,
Clothing
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