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Abstract

“The Development and Principle of “ Ketduriyakom” Thai String Assembled Piano
" research project was funded by Mahidol University’s Project towards a Research Univer-
sity: Talent Management. The findings reveal that “Ketduriyakom” Thai string ensemble
was established in 1948 when many professional and amateur musicians played in string
ensemble bands. Khru Prakob Sukanhaket, “Ketduriyakom” band leader, was among the
first batch of students of School of Music and Drama and proficient in the Treble Fiddle (Sor
Duang) and the violin. He composed more than 20 numbers for the band. In addition,
many skilled professional musicians take turns participating in the performance, a factor
that makes “Ketduriyakom” stand out from other bands. The numbers performed are of
both the principal melodic style without variation and the semi-principal melodic style. The
violinist employs special techniques and plays the melodies in the style of the Treble Fid-
dler such as ending before the downbeat, semi-tapping and semi-lengthening the notes,
producing thin texture and synchopating. Also, special Treble Fiddle techniques such as
trilling alternating with vibrato are also found in the performance of the violin, which produc-
es melodic patterns that are systematically arranged. The piano follows the melodic pat-
terns combined with western chords in major keys, with the right hand playing denser
melodies and less dense melodies alternatingly. The Thai instruments play Tang Klang (a
type of main melodies) in alternation with variating the melodies. The piano helps harmo-
nize the sounds in simple patterns and with the movement of the notes which clearly sup-
ports Tang Klang (a type of main melodies). Regarding the tuning of the Thai instruments
in the Thai string ensemble combined with piano, the fiddles are tuned up to be one note
higher than usual, and Kruad Flute or Piano Flute is used in place of Piang Or Flute be-

cause it is one note higher, so that all the instruments are played together harmoniously.

Keywords : Thai string ensemble combined with piano, Ketduriyakom, melodic pattern
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