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Abstract

This research aimed to study the meaning,
characteristics and culture as relevant to the Qingming
Festival of Chaozhou Chinese in Bangkok, Thailand and
in Shantou, China during the year 2007-2020, by comparing
as well as studying factors affecting the Chaozhou Chinese
population in both areas. The primary data were from
the interviews of Chaozhou Chinese in Thailand and China
and the secondary data were from literature review.
The data were analyzed by using descriptive analysis.

During the time that the King Thonburi ruled
the kingdom, Chaozhou Chinese came to trade and
immigrated in a large number to Thonburi. The population
of Chinese overseas in Thailand increased from 230,000
in 1825 to 792,000 in 1910, and in 1932, 12.2% of Thai
population was Chinese overseas. The study found that
the majority of Chaozhou people lived in Bangkok,
Chachoengsao and Chonburi Provinces, having trading
careers. Their characters were tolerance, diligence,
economizing, honesty, and gratefulness, derived from
the traditional customs through the respectful sacred,

the Qingming ritual. This ritual continued as the festive
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tradition. In addition, it was found that Chaozhou Chinese
in China had the great Qingming ritual. The Chinese
government scheduled Qingming Day as the national
day, called “Ancestors Day or Tomb Sweeping Day.”
This was organized to commemorate their ancestors
together with the entire Chinese nation with three days
off, since December 2007. Based on the study, the role
of the Qingming ritual of Chaozhou Chinese in Thailand
and China were both similar and different. But most
of them are the same offerings and respect for their
ancestors, or to express gratitude to their ancestors.

At present, Trend of change to increase in the
future is to hire people to pay respect to the graveyard.
Such as paying homage through the computer screen.
As a matter of fact, many factors, such as the burial,
change from burial to burning. Which has many factors
effecting the ritual and ways of life such as social
and environmental changes, technology social media
mental states, and beliefs.

Keywords : Ritual, Chaozhou people, Chinese,
Thailand, Qingming Festival, Traditional Belief.
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