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Ideology of Patriarchy and the Development of the Image of Ghost in Thai Literature:
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Abstract

The image of ghost in Thai literature changes with the development of patriarchal
society. Primitive society of Southeast Asia was a matriarchal society. The female leaders
used the supernatural beliefs as a tool of governance. Therefore, the ghost stories usually
contained ethical and moral thoughts which performed the function of maintaining social
order. The image of ghost was always a female who had absolute power and often a good
ghost that can protect good people or an evil ghost that punish bad people. Afterwards,
around the early Ayutthaya period, the evidences such as the Law of Miscellaneous Duties
and the Curse of the Sacred Water showed that the society had begun to change. The king
was the center of power. At the same time, the status of Buddhism had risen gradually
while the importance of ghost beliefs had reduced. Reforming the feudal system during the
reign of King Trailok impelled the society to develop into a patriarchal one. Meanwhile, the
temple was the place where connected the meaning between the ideology of patriarchy
and establishing the dominance hierarchy. In addition, the temple was influenced by the
knowledge and aesthetics in literature writing of India which concerning ‘rasa’. The up-
per-class men got a chance to accept education and read Pali literature from the temple.
They were the group of people who had a role in creating Thai literature which contained
the concepts of patriarchy and aesthetics. The Pali literature which influenced by Indian
Sanskrit literature resulted the creation of ghost image in romance novels to be a female
ghost who had various emotional rasa, such as love, sadness, gentleness, sobriety, etc.
This kind of ghost was like the female character in general Thai literature. Ghost stories had
become a type of literature that played a role in creating patriarchal ideals through the way
of entertainment. The story Mae Nak Phra-khanong is one of the important stories which
shows the relationship between ideology of patriarchy and development of image of ghost
in Thai literature. Mae Nak Phra-khanong has gradually developed to a ghost story that is

full of fear, resentment, love, sadness and pity, which make the image of Mae Nak change
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from a ferocious ghost who has the absolute power to a ghost who is not only ferocious but
also gentle, lovely and pitiable and become the female image that the patriarchal society

expect.

Keywords : Ghost, Image, Ideology of Patriarchy, Mae Nak Phra-khanong
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