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The State of Physical and Mental Changes of Women : The Feeling from Natural Fiber Materials
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Abstract

The purpose of this study aims to propose the expression of fiber art to define the
state of physical and mental changes of women by analyzing the use of rice straw fiber and
sugar-cane fiber (bagasse) to create artwork. This study is qualitative research by review-
ing and experimenting with both types of fibers to explore the properties, characteristics,
and appropriate value for forming the workpiece. Also, the study analyzes the principle
visual elements and uses the results of experimentation to determine the material to create
the artwork. The results reveal that rice straw has a yellow-gold color, and because rice
serves as the major source of food for human beings, it is included that rice straw repre-
sents femininity and friendliness. According to the fiber analysis, there are two levels of
fiber as: (1) Crude Fiber with thick and thin emitting different feelings, and (2) Fine Fiber
derived from crushing, grinding, and slicing, thereby giving the fiber different characteris-
tics and influencing the synchronization of the fioer. Moreover, sugar-cane fiber (bagasse)
gives off a feeling of light color, which contrasts with the features of the solid membrane
itself. Also the fiber is easy to break and sharp. As a result of the comparative analysis, it is
concluded that sugar-cane fiber (bagasse) conveys more emotion than rice straw fiber
because of its soft color, transparency and rough surface with unidirectional fiber orienta-
tion, thereby expressing freedom and uncertainty. Based upon the experimental results,

both materials are brought into the process and the method to create the artwork.

Keywords : the state of physical and mental changes, the feeling of the material, natural

fibers.
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