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Four Guardians of the World: Ancient Belief and the Form of Unique Aesthetic Beauty in India,

China, Japan, Taiwan and South Korea.
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Abstract

Aesthetic beauty of the image of Four Guardians of the World created by design-
ers or craftsmen since the early period of Indian art influenced China and South Korea.
Then, both countries transferred the belief to Japan while China transferred it to Taiwan.
Designers and craftsmen adhered to the ancient belief obtained from India. It is believed
that Four Guardians of the World are the guardian of four directions in Buddhism, protect
Buddhism and faithful believers in Buddhism. The countries where Mahayana sect of Bud-
dhism was strongly established would rely heavily on Phrasutra Suwanprapha Sottama-
sutra. However, Four Guardians of the World could be differently designed in each country,
depending on appropriateness of the place, materials, craftsmanship, and funds of the
believers who are creators. In Indian, Chinese, South Korean, and Japanese art, the name
was not determined until years later. The symbols were not fixed. Most of the images had
austere faces, wore armour and the evil forms were different according to the craftsmen’s
preferences. If the plaints were applied, colors were chosen differently, and materials used
depended on where the images were located. At cave temples, painted earth was used to
create sculpture in the round while paintless stone carving was preferred in some other
places. In the later periods from Yuan Dynasty, Four Guardians of the World was built in-
door with its specific building. Painted earth, cement, stone, and metal sheet were used for
creating Four Guardians of the World. The image itself was paintless, wore armour and
carried symbol, and it could be moved to the temple entrance which helped limit the temple
area and reflected the new form of decorative arts. Therefore, designers or craftsmen would
have to rely on knowledge and understanding of history of Four Guardians of the World,
belief, understanding of the temple layout, material selection, and artistic technique to cre-

ate contemporary fineness of the sculpture.

Keywords: Four Guardians of the World, Belief, Aesthetic Beauty
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Buddhist1. Retrived April 2, 2020 from http://buddhistart.arthistory.northwestern.edu/ar
thistory

Chung Tai Chan Monastery. Retrived April 2, 2020 from
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chung_Tai_Chan_Monastery

China& asiaculturaltravel. Retrived April 2, 2020 from
https://www.asiaculturaltravel.co.uk/shuanglin-temple/

Experience-Korean-Buddhism-in-Seoul-Jogyeosa-Temple. Retrived April 2, 2020 from
https://busy.org/@slowwalker/experience-korean-buddhism-in-seoul-jogyeosa-temple

Japanese Buddhist Statuary. Retrived April 2, 2020 from
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