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Local Legends, Tradition, and Culture of Chonburi in Historical Novels by Piyaporn Sakkasem
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Abstract

Thai historical fictions mostly illustrate scenes and environment as that of in differ-
ent referred historical periods and patriotism. Matters related to legends, tradition, and
culture mentioned are limited to those of the state capitals. In contrast, Piyaporn Sakkasem,
a writer whose hometown is Chonburi province, composed a collection of historical fictions
titted “Mae Wan” which reflects different stories of Chonburi within 100 years; therefore,
Piyaporn Sakkasem’s a collection of historical novelss was used as the data source for
exploring local legends, traditions, and culture of Chonburi with a hope for the readers both
Chonburi locales and other parts of the country to realize the uniqueness of Chonburi. The
results showed historical matters about 4 legends, 3 traditions, and 2 cultural issues in the
collection. The legends found include legend of Sri-Pal.o, legend of Phra Rod Meree, leg-
end of Sam Muk Hill, and legend of Ang Sila. The traditions involved are Kong Khao Festival
(festival of offering rice for the spirit which is a part of Songkran Festival, Buffalo Racing
Festival, Tink Krachad Festival (The Hungry Ghost Festival) The two cultural issues are
those related to occupation, and local gastronomy. In conclusion, Piyaporn Sakkasem’s

historical novels function as a record of local legends, tradition, and culture of Chonburi.
KEYWORDS: Historical Novels, Local Legends, Tradition, Culture, ChonBuri
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