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Research and Development of Hand-Woven Fabic Products in Sisaket
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were : (1) 1o compile information about Sisaket hand woven
fabric in terms of its production planning and procedures, applications. and artistic values. (2) to
study the fabric production procedures in terms of processes. pattern design.-and product design,
and (3) to seek ways to develop new fabric products. The participants. in this study were sampled
from a group of locals who were stakeholders in the hand-woven fabric industry: local experts
in hand-woven fabric, fabric-weavers, and retail=rs of i1z fabric products: Field research was carmied
out with two groups of participants based on their ethno-cuftural backgrounds, namely. Tai-Lao.
and Mon-Khmer.The results were as follows. First, among Sisaket locals, hand-weaving was done
for daily use and special occasions. Weaving procedures involved planning and determining the
specifications of the product in terms of dye. proportion, lining. lining, and pattiern details. The
shapes. structures, and patterns on the fabric were determined by the specific applications for
which the fabric was made.|(n addition. the weavers considered weaving tools and equipment as
well as weaving techniques as keys to creating a beautifu! piece of fabric.and developing the
product’s special characteristics or identity. Second, in terms of production’/processes, pattern
design, and product'design. it was found that weaving was-a form_of customization which has
been  passed along over several generations. It reflected the weaver's character, beliefs. values.
and intellect. Culturally, it could be said that the patterns and colors on the fabric were unique
and ‘congruent with the weavers; way of life. It was alsofound that not only was Sisaket hand-woven
fabric used to make clothing. but it has also been turned into a number of products. such as bags.
such as bags. belts. brooches. key holders, faux flowers, and scarves. It has also been used in
interior decoration, furniture upholstery. or-home furnishings. Third, regarding product development,
it was suggested that thete \should more research into different fabric applications. especially
applications other than clothing, which has been a major but mundane application. Fine and highly
valued local cultural bnigueness should be used in product design. Knowledge contnbuted by the
various ‘ethnic groups in terms of crafting skills and artistic values may be integrated into the
creation of single pieces of fabric. This is because consumers’ beliefs have changed, and so have
fabric applications. Creative patterns and new weaving techniques will help develop products that
better respond to the market demandAs part of this study, the author has invented and develcped
Sisaket hand-woven fabric products. In order to achieve good selection of silk and cotton fibers,
quality of the fibers was tested before production began. Final products were also tested according
to 1ISO 2062 : 1993 (E) METHOD B and ASTM D 1059 : 2001 in order to develop a weaving
methods by the various ethnic groups for the purpose of both exquisiteness and proper applications.
Finally, the findings in this study were used to create prototypes of Sisaket fabric products as
shown in the appendix.
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