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The Study of Silverware of Hilltribes People in Lanna for being Guide Lines to make a
Design and for Improving the Silverware Product
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Abstract

This research had three objectives
1) to study the history.the way of life and information
concerning with the silverware of\ hilltribes in
lanna. 2) to study the guidefines to-develop the
material and the methods of ‘proddcing the
silverware and 3)16-assign ‘the, methods of product
designing with\the hiltrjbes silverware identification
of lapna’ The\population used in this research
were/ divided into two groups. There were group
1)\the population from five hilltribes : Mien, Akha)
Lisu. Hmong, and Lua Living in eight provinces
in the upper northern partof\Fhaildnd, which
are Chiangmai, Chiangral, Lamphun, Maghengson,
Phayao. Phare, and Nan, The) purpesive sampling
groups were selected \from the way of life of
each tribe\in the term of using the silverwares
angd from)the sitversmiths of each hilitribe. There
were \at least five person acting as the purposive
sampling from each tribe. Group 2) There were
one hundred this select as the purposive sampling.
traveling around in the upper northern part of
Thailand and buying the craft product. In this group
there were thirty-six population selected as the
purposive sampling. producing and selling the
good quality and famous craft product in the
upper northern part of Thailand.

The result of this research could be
concluded in three parts as following

1. There were history, way of life and
informaticn concerning with the hilltribes
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silverware in lanna. It was found that their original
ancestor were in China and immigrated down
through the upper northern part of Thailand and
settled down in different eight provinces such as
Chiangmai, Chiangrai, Lamphun, Maehongson,
Phayao. Phare, and Nan. Then, some moved
down to the lower northern part and the middle
part of Thailand. Anyhow they still/had\their
co-culture in common for example their similar
lifestyles.their beliefs, their costumes-and their
handicraft. The history 'of sitverware of the hilltribe
people were(classified in three periods : the first
period-was \the ane_of collection. It emphasized
on. gathering\as many rupee silver coins and
silver bars as the hilltribe people wished. because
of it high value ; the second period was the one
of ornament. It emphasized on adapfing and
transforming the silver coins and’ silver bars to
make a design on their costumes beautifully
worm in their holy-tite and-important festivals
of the hilltribes;_the third pefiod was the one of
produetion Rure ‘silver balls were used widely
in many\areas and accepted equally as silver

coinsg and silver bars. It was the production

business that the silversmiths of the hilltribe
played an important role to organize the styles.
the designs of the ornament.

2. The guidelines for developing the
silverware product and the method of producing.
Silverware were processively made by developing
any other material which had alike characteristic.
for example aluminium taken from softdrink can.
It was melt to classify 80 % pure aluminium from
other oxide mixed. It could be substituted the
silver or mixed not over five grams with one
hundred grams of silver. This new kind metal
was very strong and tough and fim. It was suitable
to form the product. There were two ways to
develop the method of producing :1) forming by
electroplating silver, used the wax mold which
had various different designs, slightly spreaded
silver lacquer on the external one, dipped with
electricity to heat and to push the internal way
mold away and made silverware work. It was
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suitable for hallow, thin and light silverware product.
2) forming by pressing quickly silver material in the
mold composed with cement and som material
which had various different designs with high
heat and aggressive force and finally made
silverware work that was thud and heavy.

3. The guidelines to make a distinguished
design with their own hilltribe silverware identification.
ft should be harmonized between the hilltribe and
universal styles. To make a design. product should
be based on the old beliefs, the usefulness and
the value. The work should get along very well
with the trend and the other adapted with natural
materials. It could be traced back to identify the
hand-made product. If the form of product were
one. The designs and the colours should vary.
That was the way of the resesarcher had
acknowledged from the research and evaluated
product in the market as the pattern of product
attached at the rear end of the research.
Keywords :silverware, hilltribe. lanna, design,
product developing
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