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Abstract

The purpose of this study was 10 investigate
the roles, the importance, and the potential of Wat
Khao-Bangsai for its development planning to become
one of tourism resources in Chonburi Province. The
study was focused on the roles and importance in
the aspects of history, natural tourism resources, and
arts and culture tourism resources in relation to
historical site, ancient remains, works of art, and
relevant customs and culture.

The study was conducted by means of field
survey, informant interview, and relatea publications
search. The findings revealed as follows:

Wat Khao-Bangsai has an outstanding history
in the historical aspect in that it has a connection
with the kings since the late Ayuddhaya Period until
that of Rattanakosin. It has been used as the venue
for'the Royal Ceremony of Drinking the Water of
Allgiance to the King from those days up to now.
Also. it is the venues for governments provincial
organizations to perform the ceremony of consecration
holy water in the celebrations of His Majesty the King's
5-Cycle and 6-Cycle Birthday Anniversary, and the
celebration of His Majesty the King's 80-Year Anniversary
on the 5" of December 2007 because of its holy
water pond.

In the aspect of natural tourism resources,
Wat Khao-Bangsai is located in the area of Bangsal
Hill. where there are plenty of trees providing pleasant
shade. It is thus an appropriate place for natural
scenery sightseeing. In fact, there are many beautiful
scenic points including city, sea, and mountain views.
In the aspect of historical site, Wat Khao-Bangsai
consists of important things in both of Buddha Images
-one and Buddist monks residence zone valuable
in history, archeology, and art history, representing
the form and pattern of an era. Besides, it is a tourist
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attraction for paying homage to important things in
Buddhism, e.g. Lord Buddha’s footprints at Wat
Khao-Bangsai, where the former kings used to visit.

Finally, in the aspect of customs and culture of local

communities, the most important and most popular

custom of Chonburi Province is Tak Bat Thevo, which
becomes the highlight of local culture of the people

in Chonburi Province.
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