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ABSTRACT

There are various kinds of intricate and
functional Lao Theung wickerwork products. The
Lao Theung have the clever local wisdom of making
use of local material to create commodities and
continuity of cultural heritage displaying tribal
identity. Thus, the research set 3 purposes for
the research: 1) to study the background and
lifestyle of the Lao Theung race, and to compile
the Lao Theung wickerwork, 2) to study the
production process, interlacing pattems and coloring
regarding the material quality and production
process development, and 3) to design and develop
the Lao Theung wickerwork into contemporary
oroducts. The population and samples of this
research are divided into 2 groups: 1) the group
for wickerwork data study, who were the people
living in the 5 districts of Southern Laos, 2) the
group for the analysis of the data for contemporary
product design consisting of consumers and
wickerwork: distributors. The samples were selected
by purposive random sampling with regard to
geographical condition and diverse factors apparent
In the research contents.

The result of ‘the study ‘can be divided
into 3 parts. 1) The study of the Lao Theung race
and lifestyle and the compilation of their wicker
handicrafts yields that the Lao Theung are tribal
people living in highland and hilly region with
agricultural, nature-dependent lifestyle, unique
clothing culture, and cultural similarity, for example,
animism, smoking treacle-coated tobacco, drinking
Sato (Lao Hy), weaving with backstrap loom, and
using wickerwork items, which can be categorized
into five groups — all-purpose utilitarian articles,
household utilitarian articles, animal traps, faith

and ritual articles and other utilitarian articles.

26

2) As for the development of material quantity
and production process, the experiment showed
that in fumigation coloring, different materials yiela
different colors. And for fuel frugality and safe
use, the researcher has designed and developed
an energy saving fumigation kiln with regard to
production materials, cost, and practicality for the
local people’s own production. 3) For designing
and developing the Lao Theung wickerwork Into
contemporary products, it was found that the
products suitable for production and market
demand can be separated into two categories:
1) household utilitarian articles and decorative
articles and 2) souvenirs. From the result of this
study, it can be summed up that for the course
of applying Lao Theung wickerwork to the design
and development of contemporary products,
3 facets should be considered: 1) artistic and
cultural value, consisting of distinguished identity
and background conveyance, 2) consumers’ value
and demand, and 3) wickerwork design principles,
consisting of choosing material, using patterns
for creating product shapes, coloring, durability,
exquisiteness and functions. Attached at the end
of the research is the report of the experiment
and evaluation of product design with regard to

those 3 concepts to serve as guideline.
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