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ABSTRACT

The principal objective of this project is to study
the glazed ceramic architectural ornaments in the past
n terms of their styles and evolution. The study was carried
out at 6 sites of architecture; namely, Wat Phra Si Rattana
Satsadaram or Wat Phra Kaeo, Wat Arun — Temple of
Dawn. Wat Phra Chetuphon — Wat Pho, Wat Ratcha-
orasaram. Wat Chaloem Phra Kiat and Wat Ratchabopnit.
It was discovered that there were 3 stages of evolution of
the glazed ceramic architectural ornaments.

Stage 1: The reigns of King Rama Il and King
Rama lll. the glazed ceramic ornaments used in Thal

architecture during the period were crockery and shards
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inlaid on stucco to form bouguets of flowers and leaves,
as well as roof decorations like Cho Fa (gable finial), Bai
Raka (crocket), and Hang Hong (gable ends), with a
Chinese influence. The style being preferred by the Kings
was known as ‘Phra Ratchaniyom’ or royal favourite style.

Stage 2: The reign of King Rama IV, the use of
glazed ceramic ornaments; i.e. crockery and shards
inlaid on stucco to form bouquets of flowers, continued
during this period. However, a new style was discovered
which comprised of glazed tiles with embossed motits
and the so-called ‘Bencharong’ or pentachrome painted
decoration. The glazed tiles were used alongside stucco
reliefs with glass as well as marble inlays. The glazea
ceramic ornaments that gained popularity during this
period reflect a blend of traditional Thai style, the
lingering Chinese influence, and, partly, Western
influence.

Stage 3: The reign of King Rama V,the glazead
ceramic ornaments during this period apparently
presented an authentically traditional Thair style as
evident from the glazed tiles painted in the Bencharong
colors; the outstanding pigments used were yellow,
green, red; blue, white and purple. The tiles were ornately
designed 1o be divided into sections that formed a
complete pattern for a particular area of the architecture.
There was also a design of the Bencharong painted
glazed tiles to be used together with stucco reliefs/that
were gilded, inlaid with glasses or mother-of-pearl,
though the interior decoration was prominently in the
Western style.

Moreover, the glazed ceramic ornaments reflect
4 values of \great significance, which are:

Aesthetic value: using the cutting, conneclting,
patching, attaching and sticking techniques to form a
bouquet of flowers, the glazed ceramic ornaments have
the forms, shapes, patterns, and colors that are glittering
and harmonize well either with the architecture of the
Chinese influenced Phra Ratchaniyom style, or with the
traditional Thal style.

Usefulness value: the glazed ceramics were
used to replace the decayable wooden ornaments of

the old style architecture, particularly the roof decorations

such as Cho Fa, Bai Raka, Hang Hong, Na Ban — the
pediment, and Nak Sadung - the serpent-like pediment
frame. The glazed ceramics were more durable in the
same environment.

Spiritual value: the glazed ceramic ormmaments
were made in the forms as well as with the significance
that expressed respect to Buddhism and the monarchy
through their elaborate and fine designs, production and
decoration. They conveyed their meanings according to
the religious beliefs through the forms and symbols such
as flowers, objects, and animals.

Social value: making use of broken pieces of
ceramics, and the noblemen, merchants as well as
people dedicating the crockery to be used as ornaments
for/ religious architecture as a mean of merit-making in
the reign/of King Rama lll, indicates their participation in
society, modernization in the pro-Chinese trend as-well

as the Sino-Siamese cultural relations.
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