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Abstract

This is a follow-up on the Study of Rattanakosin Architecture in Chanthaburi Province. The
objectives of this study are to compile data focusing on all buildings with gingerbread decoration in
Chanthaburi, gather, copy, analyze as well as classify the motifs into groups in an attempt to preserve
the folk arts and culture of the East before they would be demolished, destroyed or deteriorated. The
result to this study can be further used as a source of data for artistic education or other related fields,
as well

In carrying out this research, the study of Rattanakosin Architecture in Chanthaburi province

was mainly referred to. More data was also collected from field surveys. It was discovered that there are
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a total of 62 buildings with 125 motifs of gingerbread decoration in Chanthaburi. The study indicates
that gingerbread architecture in this province had gained popularity during the reigns of King Rama V
and King Rama V| before experiencing a decline in the reign of King Rama VII. Most of the buildings
are still to be seen in Tha Luang area, downtown Mueang district, Philo sub-district of Laem Sing
district, Khlung district and Tha Mai District. They Reflect western influence that spread to Chanthaburi
during the same period as Bangkok

There has been no evidence of the artisans who constructed the gingerbread architecture
except for the fact that they were local, Chinese and Vietnamese. The scroll works were partly ordered
from Bangkok.

The gingerbread motifs were mostly used to decorate the top parts of bi-fold or accordion
door and window, frieze, ceiling, eave, window's canopy, balustrade and bracet and were formed in
different manners. Some motifs may be formed by the silhouettes of the scroll works themselves. They
are mostly horizontal with a transparent look and comprise either smooth, graceful curly lines, or
irregular, vermicular lines. Floral scrolls are the most prominent motifs, with their stems, foliage and
flowers curling in various patterns to form several beautiful designs. Tulips are particularly typical of the
gingerbread decoration. Other motifs, which are mostly vertical, may be formed by empty spaces in
identical pieces of scrollwork with closed and open cuts. Two such pieces, when connected, make
one motif. The scrollwork designs on the left and right of each piece can be either symmetrical or
asymmetrical. They can even be formed by an arrangement of single pieces of scrollwork. Favorite
designs include commas, foliage, trefoils, quatrefoils, clubs, raindrops, hearts and tulips. These
designs, when composed together, form beautiful motifs that look like a variety of floral tassels with
other designs in between. There are also some s'ymbols that used to be of certain significance in

society in the past such as scripts, figures, flags, and the Constitution on a pedestaled tray.
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