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Abstract

This research is partly a historical study and partly an architectural study of buildings dated
between 1782 - 1957 in Chanthauri, based on historical and other related documentation, interviews, as
well as field surveys. Buildings of historical importance and interesting architectural styles have been
selected for the study so as to learn of its architectural influences.

According to the study, Rattanakosin architecture in Chanthaburi which is dated during the study
period of 175 years clusters in Amphoe Mueang, Amphoe Tha Mai, Amphoe Khlung and Anlphoe Laem
Sing. The architectural styles and components were influenced by historical background, location and
topography. The fact that the city was a trade port resulted in and influx of foreigners. The improvement in
administration system and having been under the French rule all contributes to the evolution of the architec-
ture in the province. The architectural evolution in Chanthaburi can be classified into 3 periods:

1st Period, King Rama | - King Rama 1V, the period of traditional architecture in both the Thai and
Chinese styles.

2nd Period, King Rama V - King Rama VI, the périod of strong and widespread western influences
on architecture focusing mainly on the rich decorations.

3rd Period, King Rama VII - King Rama IX, the period of simplicity, emphasizing the use in relation
to the surrounding and quitting the rich decorations.

The architectural styles can be classified into 4 groups as follows :

1. Thai architecture including traditional Thai style and the style of royal preferences.

2. Chinese-influenced architecture including traditional Chinese style and the Chinese style that
was adapted according to the surrounding and available materials.

3. Western-influenced architecture including the western architecture influenced by the architec-
ture in Bangkok, the capital city, as well as by being under the French rule. The western architecture in
Chanthaburi comprises the following types :

- Classic

- French Colonial

- Gingerbread

- Geometric Wooden House

- Modern

4. Vernacular ‘architecture including the style with western influence but adapted to suit local
' purposes, occupation, as well as environment and usually with no decoration

In addition, there was a mixture in between each group, reflecting local school of craftsmanship.
The outstanding aspect, however, is the western-Influenced architecture with a large variety of types that

can be seen in all groups and all groups and all periods of the evolution.
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