Vietnam Military Force in the Next Century

The Vietnam military force is currently the
largest one in Southeast Asia. Although it has
already attempted a decrease, the Vietnam Force is
still deemed the largest in terms of quantity in this
region.

In addition to its large military manpower,
the Vietnam Force in late Cold War also demonstrated
a capacity of its formidable military operation
through an invasion into Cambodia by means of a
multi-divisional operation taken place during
December 1978 and January 1979. Moreover, it also
displayed another great potential in February 1979
when it made successful resistance at its northern
boundary against a Chinese invasion.

Given the fact of such occurences, the
Vietnam Force always poses certain intimidation to
its neighboring states, particularly Thailand : since
the Vietnamese domination of Cambodia in 1979,
Thai government had been afraid Thailand might
have been attacked someday by Vietnamese grand

army. However, such apprehension vanished once
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the Cold War ended and thus Soviet Union
disunited and finally the Vietnam Force had
withdrawn off Cambodia.

With the unusual military greatness of
Post-Cold-War Vietnam Force, a critical question
now arises : how is the current status of Vietnam
Force 7 Eversince the end of Cold War, the financial
and arms support which Vietnam had always
enjoyed from Soviet and East European allies also
came to an end. As a result, all existing armaments
are left in critical plight. This tremendously
incurs the colossal Vietnamese military manpower
inferior in terms of quality.

Additionally, given the fact of the Vietnamese
future limit in aspect of its immature economy, it is
not easy that Vietnam could purchase high potential
weaponry, especially the frontline military
equipment, and put into service in any
foreseeable future.

Such limit will still inevitably become trend
of Vietnam Force development throughout early

period of first decade in the next century.

* Assoc.Prof, Dr.Surachart Bamrungsuk in currently full-time lecturer at the International Relation Department,
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