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Humanitarian Law in the Current Strategic

Environment in Thailand

Eversince so long in the past, Thai government
has always offered humanitarian assistance to
neighboring refugees. With this regard, here we
refer to only the constant aid given to refugees
inflowing into Thailand after year 1945 which World
War II had ended. Eversince 1945, nearly 1
million Cambodian, Laotian and Vietnamese
refugees have so far been helped by Thailand in
cooperation with some international organizations and
NGOs through providing them a temporary
shelter, a support for further settlement in third

country, including an encouragement for repatriation.

Eversince the end of World War II, the
aliens taking refuge in Thailand can be classified
into various ethnic groups according to their original
country. Regarding to Thailand’s neighboring

countries such as Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia,
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Myanmar, China, they are all problem-ridden
concerning politics, economy, security, domestic
conflict, psychology society, and ethnic conflict thus
making their populace intolerable and seeking
refuge of a better place in Thailand whose land is
fertile, whose people are compassionate to all those
desperate people in compliance with Buddhist
precepts. As a result, massive aliens have been in
search of better fortune and vocational prosperity
in Thailand or passing through the Thai benevolent

doorway into a further settlement in third country.

Problem of such post-World War II refugees
had been tackled solely by Thai government until
1975 when the world community, international
organizations and NGOs began participating in
relief of those refugees escaping from internal
warfare in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. Such

Indochina problem settlement has been obtained



in respective pattern. i.e., helping Cambodian
refugees settle in some third countries or repatriate
in accordance with a voluntary repatriation project
in conjunction with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the
Supreme National Council of Cambodia (SNC)
under the Cambodia Peace Agreement made in Pars.
Final Cambodia repatriation took place in April 1993.
Tha Vietnamese repatriation was already completed
- only a small number of Laotian refugees still left

in Thai territory.

Currently, a problem even more complicated

than said Indochina refugee problem in arising
approximately 1,200,000 illegal aliens from Myanmar,
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh. Nepal, Sri lanka and
People Republic of China have been penetrating
Thai borders by various means aﬂd incurring problems
concerning national security, domestic and external
politics, economy. society, as imposing impacts on
Thai people in aspects of occupational chaos, crime,

social troublemaking beyond Thai government

control.
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