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Abstract
The purposes of this research were to study self-
directed learning in English reading and child rearing practices

of the students using extensive reading activities, the
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relationship bétween those two aspects and to compare the
students’ reading comprehension before and after using
extensive reading activities. The target group consisted of
10 students studying English in the first semester of the
academic year 2005 in a small primary school in Chiang Rai
province. The research instruments consisted of 10 lesson
plans using extensive reading activities; reading record,
interview, observations and reading comprehension test. The
data obtained were analyzed by hsing percentage and means.
The findings were as follows:

1. The students used more reading strategies and
they tended to use them while reading in class more than out
of class. In comparison, female students read more than male
students.

2. The characteristics of child rearing practice of

the students consisted of two main groups, the strict one and

the neglected one. The students in the first group were

controlled by the family authority focusing on their
obedience. On the other hand, students in the second group
were self-responéibility. They were rarely given suggestions
on studying from their grandparents taking the parents’ role.

3. There were relationships between child rearing
practice and self-directed learning. The students from the
strict family tended to use word by word translation. They
were also, reluctant to guess the meaning of the words and
sentences while reading. For the students from neglected
family gained more courage to take risks in guessing the
meaning of vocabulary and sentences.

4. The students’ reading comprehension was

increased after using extensive reading activities.
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