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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: 1) to study learning needs of children in foster
home 2) to develop a program to enhance critical thinking ability of children in foster home
based on constructionism theory 3) to study results of program experiment 4) to study relevant
factors affected on the program. The research methodology was quasi-experimental research.
The research samples were 30 children aged from 9-11 years old at Pakkred home for boys
in Nonthaburi province. The samples were equally divided into 2 groups: experimental group
and control group. The experimental group was participated in the developed program whereas
the control group was not. The research instruments used in this research were the developed
program, needs interview form, critical thinking ability test, critical thinking evaluation form, and
questionnaire of attitude towards program for the experimental group. The results of research
were as follows: 1) the learning needs of children in foster home about the content of program
were materialism and internet problems 2) a program to enhance critical thinking ability
of children in'foster home consisted of objective, learners, program type, learning activities,
learning media and evaluation 3) after the experiment, the mean score of critical thinking
test of the experimental group were higher than that score of the experimental group before
the experiment at a .05 level of significance and the mean score of critical thinking test of the
experimental group after the experiment were higher than that score of the control group at
a .05 level of significance and 4) the key factors contributing to success of implementing the
program were support from foster home, learners, instructors, learning environment, learning

materials, content, and learning media.

Keyword: Non-formal Education/ Constructionism Theory/ Children in foster home/ Critical
Thinking
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