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Abstract

This research studied inquiry-based learning and metacognition approaches to develop
strategy, the purposes of this research was 1) to develop the learning management strategy
based on inquiry-based learning and metacognition approaches to enhance critical thinking and
knowledge acquisition abilities 2) to study the effects of the learning management strategy. The
research consisted of three phases, as follows: Phase 1, study the states and problems of learning
management; Phase 2, develop the learning management strategy 3, study the results from
implementing the strategy.

The sample group was the third year of undergraduate law students at the Faculty of Law
and Political Science, National University of Laos in the academic year 2016. The students were
randomized to be the experimental group. Duration of the experiment was ten weeks, two days a
week and two hours of each day. The instruments of the study composed of learning management
plans, a critical thinking ability test, a knowledge acquisition abilities evaluation. The design of the
experiment was a One Group Pretest-Posttest Design. The quantitative data were analyzed to be
mean, standard deviation, percent, t-test and One way ANOVA. The qualitative data were analyzed

by content analysis.

- 141 -



Journal of Education Vol.28 No.3 September - December 2017

The results found as follows:

1. The details of components of the strategy included: 1) strategy name 2) background
and importance 3) characteristic 4) concepts and theories 5) principles 6) purposes 7) the strategy
process consisted of two parts: 7.1) the learning management process; comprised five procedures
including Confronting the situation, Combining thoughts and experiences, Connecting to performance,
Identifying the matters of law and Extending knowledge to application and 7.2) learning support
factors and environmental management, and 8) measurement and evaluation.

2. The results of implementation of the strategy found that 1) After learning through activities
under the strategy, the posttest mean score of the critical thinking ability of the undergraduate
law students was not below the standard level of 80 percent and was higher than the pretest 2)
The posttest mean score of their knowledge acquisition abilities in high group, medium group and
low group were higher than the pretest and the knowledge acquisition abilities of each group were

different at the statistical significance level of 0.5.

Keyword: Inquiry-based learning, metacognition, critical thinking, knowledge acquisition
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