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Beginning to Read and Write: Rethinking
and Learning about Literacy in Early Childhood
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Abstract
The term literacy for young children is used to describe behaviors and understandings about

text demonstrated by 3 - 6 year-old children when they imitate or approximate reading and writing
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behaviors even though they cannot read and write in the conventional sense. Young children’s
literacy refer to emergent literacy and early literacy behaviors seen in children as they attempt
to read and write including knowledge about letters and sounds, print and pictures, words and
sentences, concept about print, understanding of letter-sound relationships, preliminary spelling
with assigning a message to own symbols and representing a whole word with one, two or three
letters, and using mainly consonants.

The purpose of this article is to describe how young childrenlearn literacy and introduce
an appropriate practice aimed at supporting young children’s early literacy development. This article
begins with concept of literacy in young children, anjemergent literacy, and early literacy perspective

research findings. It also provides a historical perspective on the shift in literacy development in preschool
and kindergarten from traditional instructional practices, reading readiness program, whole language

approach, to a literacy philosophy which emphasizes on reading and writing for real purposes.

- What follows is controversy regarding the way literacy is acquired and should be taught. it then

goes on describing factors“leading to concern. In the final part of the article, aneffective literacy

teaching based on developmentally appropriate practices in the early years of school is addressed.

Keywords: Emergent literacy, early literacy, Young children
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Suunsdndudoyamaninndanadeniuium

]
o sl

dnlausasMIlFnnuiugisgaioy
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Fosnuiladefinuatesethation 2 Hedvdadina
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1. fafsiiiAanndudin
1.1 fladedume iiloannidnGuiFoud
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HaARNTIENB LAz MIWALTNEYMIST@a TN
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¥a sarziuldnnmanumwiaveudnsieaIu
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wazANU912u19 (Maynard, 2002; Minn, 1991)
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(Young, 2009 citing Blatchford, Burke, Farquar,
Plewis & Tizard: 1987; Crone and Whitehurst,
1999; Oliver, Dale & Plomin, 2005; Purcell-
Gates, 1996; Young, 2002 & 2004) (Winfjisdeou
udsudviuiAnnousiy 510 01992 linne
aumndnda annsosiiunmvie ey de
doufusld @ndaldEnlvmseeni@eslunstou
wnlidvnliasuinies nnuvmneg Tasadadszlen
Aromamuidideiy Safunsnniissaouliidn
W19 A UNUNBAIINTB LA BUADUBNY
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36111m:‘ua:mmgmmiﬁnm, 2553, vt 18) 32
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11 (Young, 2009 citing Badian, 1994; Britto,
2001; Dickinson and Tablors, 1991; Juel,1988;
Kennedy, Ridgway & Surman, 2006; Meiers &
Forster, 1999; Weinberer, 1996)
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of Western Australia, 2005; Palmer & Bayley,
2008)

1) AanssuieWannmsmsiniidenans
g1 TaglidniinnuAnnuseafnfumidenas
smthderufnssunrmmifeunsmunsiu
AanssuBeudmdwit Aanssumanianzuiiodin
wrhanlszaunisel manzumanndsiieuuasly
FITATINTOUMIANANLIU ATTUNARNHDIZG



= g o o A a o F:
ITINIADHIFANANT ‘]J‘I'I 22 AUUN 3 1AdH UDHIEY 2554 - DUHBIEH 2554 . v

B
.

wilaie Man MBuRL FdneT ATeamINeITIN
aou aagrglunsmanziuanuvangliFanuiy
f9N33UNITDIUBDNITYY UAzNINTTUNITBIUTINAY

2) fanssufiowannmsimisdemamsdou
Tavl¥ifn G doudydnuaidisnnufnvesnuiea
nM3Bewitornt wiensdouldney madouie
ieBoufFsannsninauzaniousanued uasms
Foulaversiounasdneda nasudionuiidouluds
nadeuseuiIfin madeueiienmiing uasms
@eunthsuievanndviotszme

3) Aanssuienannmiimisdenanisda
aznalaemsldidesdisnys TaelfidnGuiud
Afufmhdehaansadeanuvingld fanss
WannauassMTRREIREIRI0IAI N353
ANUUANANYDIMUITFBUaZNTUTUANNENID
voamuliidhitihedsiuazhonsal madenls
@OrUFONHT LNWEALAZIIUIUMIIREIEDY
Tumld 1WSsuifsudiiadosnssiuld vanmice
@oadumle usnidsaludiiefiaziouiedasne
ypamyannunisudeslagHannuzmneasvian)
widelifludsaominsmivinuzlihlszgndly
msBeudatmll] wasiuAnaznadiie 4 18

wiffuldmstalszaumssiuuuaugaiie
Wannanumsanwmsiidedniudinilguis
amundnmal iR minsaufuiannmauazay
auliwoudn azdaludnymeysanmInnug Minus
paAnA Mefumsimidovendnlguiosfiaeandos
RSN UEIne3esoianssunsil msye nsau
m3feu fivanvany daghodudhiuauadnadu s
Farlszaunsainsfrilsdounumigadaduuumaii
mnsauuazinlszaninmgagasodudin ifleann
Fluniseunuumauwanunagninisdeulviianiou
HizenuazlinseuiensGoumisite dazna

wazhensal pasnauanudUTYeIeInlzney
§9890IN1HINUANNNYIINOUNITE LB DN
P 4 ' B = o 7
Taamuuuuuwy FavzaglidnGouiuasdilanim
niaMurrauysel dnnadawadan NN
nuamaviie ldedwnabiuazivssdninm 3
' 1 1= o g v @ Cd
pnnanlai @nlguisnldsunisiadszaunisol
lﬂ‘ 1 o ar o e 1 1 A
nuaNgatawainNsMsniatesd1adaiio
wazimzayNFIeIgdu ivesszauniu
o G b ¥ 1 = Y o 1 =
difaazanuinthlumssudoulmiluedd
a X
Tasaugavy

unaszil

Tagiuwihezlinnda anwde Hefumsy

nilievousndguolmnaszduiivaudniodile
TinsevuignumswannvinysiisudunouBudn
Aveiaflumanisuazmsfumnagnsnenmsdeu
menlidniniladefiilssininmuazszdnina
nTsAnE1A M HuNIve N TTIUN L e
Wannanuansalumsmisdeveaudniguisan
afnaudailagtiniluosfiunnudiniufdenTos
szihannfa Anuide uazmnmsdeuiiviunaou
nlagnase iiwailumnfansaeulitinimide
muduijaiinyzeudou viomswiouna
WiauN1IN158 U TINDINTEDUSIUABUMUULUD
MIteuILUIATIVTIdeARADIR LTI AKAZAIY
aulsvondn msgeuliifinimisdeamuuuimg
filsuAsumudnnndind ndeduiudyasy
nazdosianuandaiy vldiagiudinnlang
wnmsdeulfidinintiiens 3 wnmaduiindgs
Ysziduilgmiigaligh Safuiinveanisuaiam
wwanansdeuldidnimisdesdiadszdniow
wazlszant magagaiiufenisaeuliifininiiado
wuavgaiinefuWannnsvesidnlasmsasy

o
Beow
i
#

2

i e

e
e

s
o
=

L B

Hode ol g s i e
S e e

s

Wm0
s

s
ok
Eoaa

O ————
EE e
Snie el



k.ww
e
-
o
e

- 3
Sl

.

5
2
s

[
&
-
4

L
ﬁﬁ’&

o
e

i Journal of Education Vol.22 No.3 June 2011 - September 2011

i

-3
w ik
St

oF
o

-

v A v e oo

¥ = - & o v L A . oa & 1 qua 7
- Wdindwdsurudunazianumineludiaien  veadiiindeatudnynihednianeliiiessTowd
o dsunuiaisaznamaunqinasivesnueadis  gagadesifinnamadunimiuasinysnsaaums
 ddhimansoasnadidgndesmundnam whidn  snudeu nfananademsiusuSeudewd
&&‘ 2 5 1

o L5 o a3 ! or T o | or ey A =

e Tluiupudesealigniteudiuioy wivann llgmathainsuasin@euiadely 8n
§ ?@a 1 <3| o X v o& & e o 1 [¥3 llluv LV | (=] ll! v
- edwifumanislussdugeiy wnmsaeuldiang  miduhhlgmsaadanmshiimideveusinlnels
n o o P Y oA
- wihdeuvvangadluiumeeuiiousinnudeans Huediad



G

S

= d é ar 4 - = s F
NsmsAnmans Ui 22 atiun 3 meu Hgweu 2554 - nueneu 2554 lf - 29
’ .
e
Pl
g
b
s = i
1|NaIIvINey e
S
-
' P
& & o s = er ar ar :zﬁt
AMENIINAMIMIANENTURUGIY, dninnu. (2551). yaRnausunITdansAneguisnumangas uas
; -
mssamsiseusiideandoaruianammNayes. nEmwumuAT: AT IIINGINNeT |
] o ar &Q@q
wiaszmalneg 1. sie

&
ANy WuS @, (2540). mavann Isunsumseunisaeunen nelasassansaniluguamiiningou
& e = = a or = = @r - | A @ o ;
sulszoudnnti 1. InofiwuiSyanuniuda madanlszonanin Tasiaineay gWnainsal
UMINYIaY. g

Thude wonueiu. (2532). Gdlmveentsaenen. ngumia; e Sannwilis, wih 26,
B AURANA. (2536). wianssumsgeumpuussIRnalunsswdsuveudndgui. Tuusvaws ag

B

B
e
S
L

anms (usTansms), mailauazIsmsaaulussauizoufinyymasulszaninmag (v 141- %gi
152). agamwa: dinfiuiywiaensaiumineds. e
0173 30V, (2546). msHanuuynagelinn uwioulun1se ffmﬁ’yﬂ'nﬁﬂufuayma aAna NI §§§
mslszanAnuiraniauasaisssusy. Vayanmsanuumdudio aunismaianansany. i
UMINGIENNH . f§§

Aymairn Wil (2551, Tguieu-fMeou). msfneaa i lavesgusmanasagUgnisieanuns i
UFiRTnzausuRanmsmenmsnsrveusnguislusiniavays. nsnsfnmnmaed
¥UINYIFEYIW. 19(3), 37-52. tess

25w Snanalne. (2533, quaniut). oynadner: eda agiuazouina. NININBINU AUATIEANS e
Anuenau, 3(23), 13-16. e
. (2537). wianssumazmalulagnmsyuisdne. Tu dsznamszgain vanmsuazunaa
mannlguTednm mhedl 11, (mh 161-162). wumg: muindnmmand uwnineds

e
,;é
i
or = .
gl sIIvI5S. e
T
FBINTUAZHIATIIUNANYI, DI1UN.(2553). msdaasuANEN NN Az ITPmitGed msuan gy ie. 35%2
npamwauns: TeRudguyuannssimaneasiialssmalne 91, 16-18. =
| -
Brown, H. (1980). Principles of language learning and teaching. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: ==
hi&?;g
Prentice-Hall, p.21. =
Bredekamp, S., & Copple, C. (Eds.). (1997). Developmentally appropriate practice in early ;g
childhood programs (Rev. ed.): Washington DC: National Association for the Education ga;f;
of Young Children. :;;33
. (2006). Basic of developmentally appropriate practices: An introduction for teachers zfzi;
of children 3 to 6. . Washington, DC; NAEYC. pp. 31-40. 5:;
i wl
Brown, H. (1973). A first language: The early stages. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. ;:f;
N§.’5’§g
o



GaEE
L

& Journal of Education Vol.22 No.3 June 2011 - September 2011

Burn, B. (1999). The Mindful School: How to teach Balanced Reading and Writing. IL: SkyLight
Training and Publishing Inc..

Clark, M. (1976). Young fluent readers. London: Heinemann.

- Clay, M. (1966). ‘Emergent reading behavior’. unpublished PhD Thesis, University of Auckland.

_ . (1975). What did I write? Auckland, New Zealand: Heinemann.

Cutting, B. (1989). Setting started in whole language: Shared reading experience. Auckland:
Applepress.

Department of Education, Western Australia. (2005). First steps: Writing developmental continuum.
Perth, WA: Righy Heinemann.
. (2005). First steps: Reading developmental continuum. Perth, W.A.: Righy Heinemann.
. (2005). First steps: Spelling developmental continuum. Perth, W.A.: Righy Heinemann.

Durkin, D. (1966). Children who read early. New York: Teachers College Press:

~ Goodman, Y. (1980). The roots of literacy. In M Douglass (Ed.), Claremont Reading ConferenceForty-

Fourth Yearbook.Claremount, CA: The Claremount Reading Conference.
Goodman, K. (1986). What’s whole in whole language? Portsmoth: Tleinemann.
Gilbert, P. (1989). Gender, literacy and the classroom:/Melbourne: Australian Reading Association.
Halliday, K| (1975). Learning how to mean. Explorations in the development of language. New
York: Elsevier.
Heath, S. (1983). Ways with words; Language, life, and work in communities and classrooms.
Cambridge, Cambridge \University Press.
Holdaway, D. (1979). The foundation of literacy. NH: Heinemann.
Jalongo, R(1991). Strategies for developing children’s listening skills. Bloomington, IN: Phi Delta
Maymard, T. (2002). Boys and Literacy:' Exploring the Issues. London: Routledge Farmer.
Millard, E. (1994b). Developing Readers in the Middle Years. Buckingham: Open University Press.
(1997). Differently Literate: the Schooling of Boys and Girls. London: Falmer.

4 Minn, H. (1991). Language, literacy and gender. London: Hodder and Stoughton.

Gk B

- Morrow, L. & Tracey, D. (2007). Fostering early literacy development. In Guzzetti, B. (Ed.), Literacy

Jor the new millennium. CT: An imprint of Greenwood Publishing Group, Inc. p.112.

~ Morrow, M. and Smith, K. (Eds.). (1990). Assessment for Instruction in early literacy. Englewood

Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 240 pp.

~ Palmer, S. & Bayley, R. (2008). Foundations of literacy: A balanced approach to language,

listening and literacy skills in the early years. (2"Y). London: Continuum International

Publishing Group.



r
o A i
[
E

=3 = d' nl = ar |
ATAIADHIFAEAT N 22 UM 3 MY NOMIBU 2554 - DULNBU 2554 . L

Gl
Bowmaa

Piaget, S. (1962). The Language and Thoughts of the Child. Trans. M. Gabain. Cleveland, OH: |

Merdian.
Scholosser, G. & Phillips, L. (1991). Beginning in whole language: A practical guide. New York:

Scholastic.
Solsken, J. (1992). Literacy, gender and work in families and in school. Norwood, NJ: Ablex.

Stevick, E. (1982). Teaching languages: A way and ways. USA: Newbury House

Taylor, D. (1983). Family Literacy: Young Children Learning to Read and Write. Portsmouth,

NH: Keinemann.

Teale, W., & Sulzby, E. (1986). Emergent literacy: Writing and reading. Norwood, N.J.: Ablex.

Vygotsky, L.S. (1962). Thought and language. (E. Hanfmann & G. Vakar, Eds. & Trans.).
Cambridge, MA:MITPress.

Young, J. (2009, June). Enhancing emergent literacy potential for young children. Australian
Journal of language and literacy . (Report). Retrieved June 26, 2010 from http:/www.

highbeam.com/doc/1G1-200919518.html.

Bl
f oot
e B

i
Baowy
Eoa

s
e T

-
e
o

.M,W,M,mm
e
-

s
G

s
e
o

.

s

i



	scan0001.pdf

