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Abstract

A sub-district administrative organization (SAO) is the smalest local administration unit
and is authorized to perform legal activities for the benefit of rural majority of Thais. Accordingly,
SAQ is recognized by community and serves as(an-essential mechanism for local ‘development
administration in both theory and practice. This research aimed to identify the key factors for
good governance and the philosophy, of sufficiency economy for the administration of small-sized
SAQ in Thailand. Three hundred and ninety administrators of small-sized SAO across country
were interviewed to answer the questionnaires in which there were 70variables. The tools used
in this research included structured questionnaires and indepth interview forms. In this study,
mean; standard deviation, percentage, factor analysis, factor extraction and varimax rotation were
employed to determine key factors, and then a structural equation analysis was applied.

The research findings revealed that in applying good governance and philosophy of sufficiency
economy for the administration, of small-sized SAO were constituted of 5 essential components,
as follows: morality/ethics, management/administration, knowledge and resource management,
people’s participation, and social responsibilities. According to confirmatory factor analysis,
significant-components in the order of the highest to lowest scores were as follows: 1) administrative
authority(conflict management, situational management and responsibility), 2) knowledge and

resource management (knowledge exchange and resource management), 3) social responsibility

(management responsibility and community responsibility), 4) people’s participation (planning

involvement and problem solving involvement), and 5) morality-ethics (fairness and transparency).

The researcher recommended the structure and guideline for the development of key factors

- of good governance and philosophy of sufficiency economy in order to enhance efficiency and
- effectiveness in the administration of small-sized SAQ. The researcher also recommended that a
s - development of indicators of good governance and philosophy of sufficiency economy as well as
1 4 study of factors of good governance and philosophy of sufficiency economy in a specific group

of administrators or officers should be conducted.
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