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A Comparison of 4-Year and 5-Year Teacher Education

Programs : A Multi-Research Method Study
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: (1) to study and to compare the input processes and
outcomes of 4-year and 5-year teacher education programs, and (2) to compare 5-year teacher
education programs and the initial 5-year program policy. A mixed method of quantitative and
qualitative was employed. The research sampie consisted of experts and lectures, pre-service
teachers and 4-yvear and 5-year and service teachers. The research instruments were observation

form, interview forms and questionnaires.
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The research findings were as follows: (1) the components of lecturers’ characteristics,

pre-service teachers’ characteristics, resources, lecturers’ instructions, pre-service teachers’ learn-

ing characteristics, material setting, and qualities of pre-service teachers showed no difference
significantly at .05 level. However, the policy of the 5-year program difference significantly at .05
level, was to increase the accurate and comprehensive body of academic knowledge to pre-service
teachers. This was to increase the teacher professional practices to pre-service teachers. Conse-
quently, the subjects and management of the 5-year teacher education programs must conform
to the 5-year policy. (2) The 5-year program that focused on subject studying of undergraduate

~ education students less than the initial 5-year policy. Moreover, undergraduate education students’

experiences of teacher professional practice were conformed to this policy also.

Keywords: : teacher education programs/pre-service teachers processes / a multi-research

-~ method
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