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(The Way of Life of The Youths in F oster Home :
A Phenomenological Study.)
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Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative research
was to study a phenomenon, according to Husserl's
theory, about how the youths 1n a foster home
perceived their way of life. The key informants
were two youths in the foster home, over 15 years
of age and the sub-informants were two social
workers and a home caretaker. The research
questions were: 1) How the youths in a foster home
in terpreted the meaning of their way of hife? And
2) How they perceived their way of life as they
were in the foster home?

The data were collected by using in-depth
interviews, informal interviews, and direct
observations. Data were analyzed by Colaizai's
analysis method.

The youths described their way of life's
meaning along 3 dimensions, 1) their lives begin
by leanning their families; 2) they have to live with
others; and 3) they have to live for their future,
which lives” image and future expectations.

The youths described their lives in the

foster home, as 5 experiences, which were: 1)

conthicting with staft; 2) cutting classes to live in
the temple; 3) passionate loyalty to the in own
institution; 4) night roaming; and 5) using physical
to solve problems |

The results revealed how two
youths,living i::j the toster home perceived their
way of life, which assisted us to understﬂn{_i their
perceptions and their feelings. Thus .suitable
strategies to improve their behaviors and to fulfill
their needs could be considered.
Keywords: The way of life/ The youths infoster-

home / Phenomenology
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