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The Assessment of Knowledge and Training Needs for Natural

Resource Management of Teachers in Eastern Seaboard Zone
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 0 assess
leacher’s. knowledge of natural resource
management and to analyze factors affecting
the training needs. The sample group consisted
of 94 teachers teaching in resource and
environmental subjects. The analytical
instruments were 4 logit regression equations
of the training needs on soil, water, forest and
fishery resources management. The results from
knowledge assessment on natural resources
management in the 4 resources revealed that
most teachers had knowledge score at the
medium level or accounted to 38.89% of the
total scores. When considering each resource

by ranking it was found that teachers had the

highest knowledge on water resource
management. The order of the training needs
should begin with water resource. The factors
affecting the training needs in soil resource
were the number of years teaching in
environmental sciences, the trained experiences,
and the number of " don's know answers
from the soil management test. The factors
affecting the training needs in water resource
consisted of the score level from the water
management test and teacher s age. The factors
affecting the training needs in forest resource
were past training experience and score level
from the forest resource test. And the factor
affecting the training needs in fishery resource
was only past training experience. The study
results indicated that a training for critical natural
resource problems such as water resource should
emphasize on younger teachers who had the
background knowledge in water resource
management. However, in the case of arranging
a training for urgent or long-term natural
problems the target group should be teachers
who had more experience in environmental
training. These criteria could effectively help
select teachers to participate in the natural
resource training and could meet their needs in

an efficient way.
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