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A Development Approach for a Special Policy School in Chon Buri

: A Case Study of a Chinese Language Teaching School
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Ahstract
This research aimed 1o study the

development of a special policy school in

Chonburi. a case study of a Chinese language:

teaching school concerning historical
background , problems , outcomes of the
schooling . and the educational administration
from the past to the present in order to
provide information for planning in the
future. The methodology involved a
documentary analysis for school evolution,
problems and problem solving of school in
the past. The author used a historical
approach on the educational management,
problems and problem solving of school.
The indepth interview with school
administrators, teachers, students, school
activity participation and observation was
also used. An ethnographic future research
approach was used to study the opinions of
36 external experts in planning and
educational administration field.
Questionnaire and interview were used in
order to study the opinions on trend and
direction of Chinese School development in
the future. The research findings were as

follows :

. According to the historical
evidenves concerning Chinese people and
Chinese school evolution, they indicated that
Chinese have migrated to Thailand since
Ayudhya period. When the number of the
population increased there was a need for
schooling for their children to study Chinese
language. The curriculum was all aboul
Chinese. Teachers and textbooks come from
the Mainland China. The schooling went
on until the late period of King Rama V .
When there was revolution in Mainland
China, Chinese schools in Thailand were
then used as a bridge for transferring
political and revolution beliefs and ideology.
Chinese in Thailand at that time caused an
uprising in supporting the revolution. This
seriously affected the stability of Thai
government at that time. Thai government
since King Rama V1 hasd tried 1o correct
and prevent this political conflict by
introducing a Private School Act. The
number of Chinese school was limited in
order to be able to completely controlled by
the Ministry of Education. The Chinese
school curriculum was forced to teach only
5 hours a week as an elective subject. The
Chinese school can offer Chinese language
course not higher than grade 4. This pressure
has resulted in the close down of many
Chinese schools. The popularity of Chinese
school gradually diminished.

2. For the present situation, Thais
and Chinese have mixed in cultures and
lifestyle. Chinese
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and Thais were not easily identified. With

this good blend, there was no conflict as it

was in the past. There are still a lot of

Chinese-Thai in Chonburi. There arc 5

Chinese school operating in the province

using the curriculum of the Ministry of

Education. Chinese language is allowed to
be taught 10 hours per week as a special
experience subject. The Thai government
has relaxed the rules in order to promote a
private sector to invest in education. The
school that the author studied was allowed
to teach from preschool level using 3
languages ; Thai, Chinese and English. The
language instructors are native speakers. The
school administra tors planned the expansion
of school up to junior high school level. It
is planned to be a center for foreign
languages for people who want to learn the
languages. The school was planned 1o meet
the education standard of the Council of the
National Education Standard and Evaluation.
Proposing fringe benefit for teachers and
staff. School teachers are encouraged to
attend seminars, workshops and training in
order to move to be a trilingual school in
the next 2-3 years

3. The opinions of the 36
educational experts on Chinese school
development were that Chinese language is
vital for business, industries, and tourism.
Thailand has a long diplomatic relationship
with china. As China has opened her country,
there is more opportunity for Thailand for

trading, investment, education and cultural
exchanges between the two countries. The
people who know Chinese will gain
advantage interms of education opportunity
and future carcer. Chinese schools develop
her language traching to enable learners to
practice their speaking and listening naturally.
Schools should provide students with
opportunity 1o practice their language with
native speakers. Schools should be managed
by native speakers and students have a
chance to go to visit Mainland China,
Schools should acquire more Thai teachers
to teach Chinese in order to avoid the
political problem as happened in the past.
Chinese schools should work with Chinese
experts in conducting research to expand

knowledge of Chinese. .
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