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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to construct an English reading comprehension
diagnostic test, 2) to validate the content validity, the difficulty, the discrimination, the
concurrent validity and the reliability of the tests 3) To determine cut off score and user
manual. The sample consisted of 643 grade 7 students in schools under the department of
local administration in Samutsakhon, selected by Stratified Random Sampling. The research
instruments were 5 sets of 4 - choice English reading comprehension diagnostic test, each set
consisted of 20 items, total was 100 item:s.

The research results were that the English reading comprehension diagnostic test
consisted of 5 sets which were the understanding test, the making connections with existing
knowledge test, the reflecting upon responses test, the engaging with the text test and the
critically evaluating test. Each test comprised 20 items. The content validity of the English
reading comprehension diagnostic test ranged from .80 — 1.00. The difficulty index of each
item ranged from .41 — .76. The discrimination index calculated by Brennan Method and it
ranged from .51 -.78. The concurrent validity calculated by Spearman Correlation Coefficient
ranged from .72 — .87 with statistically significant difference at the .01 level. The reliability of
each sub-test was calculated by Livingston Method ranged from .92 — .93. The cutting score
calculated by Angoff’s Method of each sub-test was 12 points from 20 points. The diagnostic
results show that the topics students misunderstood the most were the topics on critically

evaluating the text.
Keywords: diagnostic test, reading comprehension, English reading
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