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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to: 1) investigate the level of self-efficacy among
fourth-year students in the Bachelor of Education Program in Early Childhood Education at
Burapha University prior to their professional teaching experience and 2) examine the
problems and recommendations reported by these students prior to their teaching practice
in the same program. The sample consisted of 28 fourth-year students enrolled in the
Education Program in Early Childhood Education (5 years) offered by the Faculty of Education
at Burapha University during the second semester of the 2021 academic year. The research
employed a questionnaire comprising three sections, including 1) participant demographics, 2)
self-efficacy questions comprising 30 items, addressing three aspects: knowledge (10 items),
readiness (10 items), and teaching skills (10 items), and 3) one open-ended question regarding
problems and recommendations before teaching practicum. The data were analyzed using
mean, standard deviation, and analyzing issues. The findings of the study indicated the
following:

1. The self-efficacy levels of fourth-year students in the Education Program in Early

Childhood Education were at a high level (L1=3.60, G= 0.85). Specifically, self-efficacy levels
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related to knowledge were rated as high (1=3.52, G= 0.87), readiness was rated as high

(1=3.71, G= 0.89), and teaching skills were rated as high ([1=3.58, G= 0.79).

2. Regarding the challenges and recommendations reported by the forth-year
students prior to their teaching practicum, they expressed concerns about handling
unexpected problems, meeting parental expectations and school pressures, fostering
creativity in activity and teaching methods, managing the classroom, developing lesson plans
tailored to learners' needs, preparing teaching materials, assessing and evaluating learner
performance, demonstrating appropriate behavior, adapting to new environments in school,
and interacting with teachers and learners. The participants also provided suggestions for
receiving more guidance from instructors to enhance their knowledge and skills in dealing with
students, parents, and school-related situations, as well as creative approaches to teaching
and learning activities, classroom management, effective communication with young children,
building self-confidence before student teaching, aligning lesson plans with learners' needs,
preparing teaching materials, assessing and evaluating student performance, displaying

appropriate professional behavior, and adapting to different teachers, students, and situations.
Keywords: Early Childhood Education, Self-Efficacy, Teaching Experience Training
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