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Abstract \

This predictive correlational study was conducted to examine the predictors of

the play behaviors of preschoolers receiving service in child development centers in
the municipality of Chon Buri province. The sample included 84 fathers or mothers,
and the preschoolers. Multistage random sampling was used to recruit the sample.
The data was collected during September and October, 2013. The research instruments
consisted of: 1) the demographic questionnaire; 2) the preschool temperament
questionnaire; 3) the family relation questionnaire; 4) a home environment question-
naire, and; 5) the preschool play behavior scale, including: reticent behavior,
solitary-passive behavior, solitary-active behavior, social play and rough-play.
The data was analyzed by using descriptive statistics, Pearson’s correlation, and
stepwise multiple regression.

Results revealed that social play had the highest average score. Child tempera-
ment, family relationships, and home environments were associated with the
preschoolers’ social play behaviors (r=.589, r=.563, and r=.599, p < .01, respectively).
Home environment was the best predictor accounting for 35.9% (B =.771, t = 3.818,
p < .001) in the prediction of play behaviors; the second best predictor was child
temperament accounting for 8.8% (B = .113, t = 3.580, p < .01). Together, these two
variables were able to predict and account for 44.6% (F(Z,Sl) = 32.641, p < .001).

The findings suggested that home environment and child temperament were
the significant factors and had an influence on the social play behavior among the
preschoolers. Therefore, those involved with the care of the children should provide
an appropriate home environment for the child and should focus on the temperament

of the child in order to promote appropriate play behaviors among the preschoolers.

Keywords : Play Behaviors, Preschoolers, Child Development Centers
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