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Abstract \

This cross-sectional descriptive study aimed at determining the prevalence

and factors related to syphilis morbidity among the expatriates participating in
employment registration health check-up at Occupational Medicine clinic of Nopparat
Rajathanee Hospital between October 1, 2011 and September 30, 2013. Data were
collected from the hospital computer database included age, sex, religion, marital
status, nationality, year at examination and Syphilis clinical status. A sample of 27,983
expatriates was enrolled, 47.79 % were male and 52.21 % were female. The mean
age was 29.7 years. Most of the expatriate workers came from Myanmar (76.02 %),
Cambodia (15.21 %) and Lao (8.77 %). Most of them were Buddhist (98.41%) and
single (59.56%). Syphilis was found in 49 expatriates and the prevalence of syphilis
was 0.18. The prevalence rates of syphilis were significantly higher in Cambodians
and Myanmars than in Laos (p <0.01). In addition, mean age among the expatriates
diagnosed with syphilis was higher than those without syphilis (p < 0.001). The

results of this study demonstrate the health problems in the expatriate workers and

that they may be one of the sources for spreading syphilis in Thailand.

Keywords : Syphilis, Expatriate worker
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