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Abstract

~

This study aims to examine family factors influencing male adolescents’
substance abuse at a Juvenile Vocational Training Centre in Chon Buri Province. The
sample consisted of 124 male adolescents aged 15 - 19 years old. They were selected
by a simple random sampling technique. The instruments used in this study were
demographic data forms and self - report questionnaires related to family functioning,
family relationships, parenting styles, family conflicts and substance abuse. Descriptive
statistics and multiple regressions were performed for data analyses.

The results revealed that 41.90 % of the participants started using substances
at the age of 15 and 25.00 % at the age of 14 years. Among the sample, 86.30 % used
metamphetamines, 63.70 % used the metamphetamine hydrochloride and 73.39 %
used more than one kind of substance. The reason for substance abuse included
curiosity (77.40 %) and peer influence (54.80 %). Family conflict significantly
predicted male adolescents’ substance abuse. All factors combined and explained
13.30 % of variance of male adolescents, substance abuse (R’ = .133, p < .05). The
findings suggest that health care personnel working with male adolescents should
be concerned about assessing conflicts within the family and develop programs or
strategies to reduce conflicts in order to prevent and solve the problem related to

substance abuse among male adolescents.

Keywords: Family factors, Substance abuse, Adolescents
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