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Abstract \

The purpose of this study was to analyze and explore the variables of the

competency components of public health professionals in local government for
preparedness and management of flood disaster. The study subjects included 259
public health professionals in the local government offices. The public health
professionals were selected by stratified simple random sampling. The questionnaire
was developed by the researchers from the disaster management cycle and in-depth
interview with experts in the field. Data were analyzed using exploratory factor
analysis technique, obtained by principle components extraction and orthogonal
rotation by Varimax method.The findings were as follows; six components were derived,
and 50 items were identified which included 1) public health system management,
care of the community and recovery / rehabilitation 2) coordinating, communication
and solving unexpected problems 3) planning, preparing personnel, community and
volunteers to be ready for disaster 4) situation assessment and identification of
solutions for disaster 5) disaster risk reducing management, ethical practice and
legal practice, and 6) health surveillance. There were 12,12,8,6,7 and 5 variables
that described the components, respectively. The results of this research can be used
as information forthe local government to improve the public health professionals-

competencies to perform their duties during the disaster.

Keywords : factor analysis, public health professionals competencies, local government,

preparedness, flood disaster
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