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Abstract

The public health in Thailand has undergone gradual changes and improvement.
The Public Health Profession Practitioner Act of 2013 has given the public health
practitioners professional security. Students enrolled in the public health program of
study had to understand the paradigm shift in this evolution. This study was aimed
to explore the attitudes and the changing professional attitudes of the public health
students of Burapha University. The subjects included 228 community public health
students enrolled in the academic year 2016, and were in the first, second, third,
and fourth year of study. The data were collected with the questionnaire based on
the ABC model of attitudes with the Cronbach’s alpha of 0.86, 0.83, 0.74 and 0.87,
respectively. Statistical analyses were described interns of percentage, mean, one
sample t-test, and analysis of variance. The results revealed that students had the
positive attitude toward the public health profession (p <.05). The highest score was
the behavioral component (X% = 87.4) followed by the cognitive component (X% = 84.8)
and the lowest score was the affective component (X% = 68.8). The attitudes of the
students had changed explicitly, especially the affective component. The first year
students’ attitude toward the profession was significantly higher than that of the
second, third and fourth year students (p <.05). The results indicated that students
had a decrease in the favorable attitudes toward the profession, therefore, a continuous

promotion of a good understanding of public health professionals should be encouraged.

Keywords : Public health professional attitude, Changes in attitude toward profession,

Professional opinion of the student
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