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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate environmental problems affecting to elderly
in rural communities, and to propose and apply a model for environmental
management by the elderly in rural communities. This study was a participatory
action research conducted in the rural communities in four regions of Thailand;
1) Suphan Buri and Ang Thong provinces in the central region, 2) Tak and Chiang
Mai provinces in the northern region, 3) Chaiyaphum and Khon Kaen provinces
in the northeastern region and 4) Song Khla and Phatthalung provinces in the
southern region. Representatives of Local Administrative Organizations and the
elderly were the key informants. The study results revealed that each area had
environmental management strategies, project and activities, for example, waste
bank setup, community waste management campaign. Factors affecting waste
management for the elderly included participation, cooperation, and engagement
of the stakeholders and strengthening of networking. The model for environmental
management for the elderly included four aspects; energy management in household,

water management, waste management, and local wisdom for organic agriculture.

Keywords : Aging people, Environmental Management, Suburb Areas
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