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Abstract \

This descriptive correlational research aimed to explore life assets and risk

behaviors including smoking and alcohol drinking, and to examine the relationship
between life assets and risk behaviors among hearing impaired adolescents. The
subjects were 226 secondary school students in the schools for the deaf in central
and eastern Thailand. They were randomly selected with cluster random sampling.
Data were collected with self-administered questionnaires including personal data,
life assets, and risk behaviors. Statistics including descriptive statistic and t-test
were used for data analysis. The findings demonstrated that the subjects’ overall life
assets were at a very good level (87.76%). The smoking and alcohol prevalence were
26.5% and 52.2% respectively. Life assets; power of self (p=.033), power of wisdom
(p=.001), power of peer and activity (p=.045), and power of community (p=.002)
were significantly associated with smoking. No aspect of life assets was related to
alcohol drinking. Therefore, life assets should be promoted as a positive power and

a protective attribute of the hearing impaired adolescents to abate risk behaviors.
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