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Abstract !

Phuket is the province with heavy traffic congestion from both locals and

tourists leading to high injury rate and mortality rate from traffic accidents in the
rank of Thailand. The main purpose of this research was to investigate the factors
affecting unsafe driving behaviors including driving attitude and emotional control.
The instrument in this research was a questionnaire. The sample consisted of 400
people who had a driving license in Phuket. The sample size was calculated based on
Yamane formula, and the study subjects were selected by stratified random sampling.
The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and structural equation modeling.
The results showed that safety attitude score of the drivers was at a medium level,
emotional control was at a low level leading to unsafe driving behaviors at times.
The model regarding the unsafe driving behaviors were in accordance with empiri-
cal data (X*/df = 1.858, GFI = 0.970, CFI = 0.965, RMSEA = 0.046). Our findings
revealed that the important factors associated with unsafe driving behaviors were
emotional control, followed by driving attitude. Moreover, unsafe driving behavior
contributed to increasing traffic accidents. Therefore, the government or related
agencies should find measures that would help develop or promote activities to

reduce traffic accidents.

Keywords : driving behavior, structural equation modeling, emotional control, driving
attitude
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