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Folk Healers and Herbal Use in Chonburi Province.
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Abstract

This qualitative study on folk medicine and herbal use in Chonburi Province, Thailand, was
carried out by interviewing folk healers, collecting and identifying plant specimens during the year
2009-2010. Twenty eight folk healers from 7 districts of Chonburi Province were participated
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in this study. Most of the informants (89%) were male. The majority of these healers were
herbalists, 2 were experts in hot oil foot compress therapy, 1 in healing snake bite and herpes
zoster, & used to heal cancer, 1 cured nerve and skeleton disorder, and 1 provided post-natal
care. Leamed from former traditional folk healers, these practitioners gained expericnces and
furthered self study. They had an intention o help the patients and the fact that the patients
getting better encouraged them to continue providing the service, Two hundred and thirty two
herbs were used 1o treat various diseases. Forty-three plant specimens from 30 familics were
identified. The indications of herbal use by folk healers were compared with published works.
Many have the potential to be used for medicinal purposcs and should be further investigated.

Keywords: Folk medicine, Folk healer, Herb, Chonburi Province
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