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Abstract :

The definitions of primary care and pnmary health care are very simular, which are often
cmploved inferchangeably 1n meaning. However. these two (ermns have different concepts which
are well-known widely internationally of their distinet interpretanon.

In Thailand, primary care is the first-line contact of care within the national health systemn
that provides to all Thais with universal access to health services. Primary care is connected to
wrher levels of care through the referral system and functions in coordination with other sectors.
Marzover, pnimary care provides services both in the health-care facility and 1n the community

according to its attributes. In contrast, primary health care is the concept which is related to health
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policy and setvice provision al both individual and population group level® and it also relared

o pnmary carg {or individual patients and public health services. This definition is consistent with

what the World Health Organization (20107 described, e, primary core is a component of primary

heualth care. In Thiniand, the bealth -care lacilities that translate the concept of primary health care

mio practice are sub-disinet health promoiing hospitals o health centers. Pheretore, at present

primary care and primuary health care have o wendency to merge, mellecting their linkages acedrding

o1 the Almn- At Declaraton m achieving cquity n haalth.
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