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Risk Study on Buffalo Racing Festival in Chonburi Province
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Abstract

The Buffalo Racing Festival in Chonburi Province is the only one in Thailand. It has been
held annually for a hundred years. Every year people come from many places to join this fun
festival, which includes a healthy buffalo contest, the Beautiful Birl called Nong Nang Ban Na
contest, traditional sports, and importantly, buffalo racing. In this report, we survey the risks to
public health observed at the festival. The first problem we found during the recruitment process,
where the area was dirty from buftalo feces and urine. The buffalo were then decorated with
devices that could be hazardous, like the heavy weight and chemicals. We found the buffalo waiting
area was unprotected from the hot weather, and that may make buffalo angry. During buffalo

racing, the drivers usually get injured from jumping off before arriving at the finish line. Moreover,
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the buffalo hit spectators standing near the goal. Our recommendations are that they should use the

buffalo pet pad for feces and urine and prepare the cleaners especially. For the contest they should

specify the suit weight and safe decoration devices. Importantly people should not be allowed to stand

near the finish line.

Keywords: Risk study, Buffalo racing, Festival hygiene
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