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Okurigana in Japanese Verbs Appearing in

Dictionary Form
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Abstract

This research is aimedto examine the number of dictionary formed
Japanese verbs which are in Kanji and entailed by Okurigana categorized
by similar ending sounds; secondly, to consider characteristics and number
of syllable of Okurigana; and thirdly, to examine the particular forms of
Okurigana in transitive and intransitive verbs. From the dicticnary used in
this research, there are 4,793 Japanese verbs found. The restilt shows that
the largest group of verbs found is that of the fifth category (compound
form) which is consisted of 2,251 words. The second group of verbs found
is that of the first category (single-word form) which is consisted of 1,907
words. The third group is that of the fourth category (two kanji characters
and okurigana) which is consisted of 489 words. When examining the verbs
according to their ending sounds, the findings show that the biggest group,
which is consisted of 1,392 words, is the group of verbs ending with /-eru/
sound. The following group which is consisted of 1,098 words is the group
of verbs ending with % /ru/ sound. The third group which is corsisted of 917
words is the group of verbs ending with 9 /su/ sound. For those verbs ending
with -2 /tsu/, < /gu/ and & /bu/ sounds, the number of them altogether is less

than 100 words and there are only two verbs ending with ¥ /nu/ sound.
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Considering characteristic and number of syllable of Okurigana, it is
found that the numbers of syllable of Okurigana in the first category are
from 1 to 5 and 1-syllable Okunigana can appear in all phonetic categories.
The numbers of syllable of Okurigana in the second category are from 3 to
5. The maximum number of syilable of Okurigana in the third category is
only 2. The numbers of syllable of Okurigana in the fourth and fifth
categories are irom 1 to 4 and 1-syllable Okunigana can appear in all
phonetic categories.

For the specific characteristics of Okurigana in transitive and
intransitive verbs, it is found that there is no specific syntactic rule
explaining coincidence of the existence and the form of Okurigana.
However, it can e widely separated into three main types as followed.
Firstly, when intransitive form ends in /-u/ sound, the transitive form will end
in ¥/-su/sound. Secondly, when intransitive form ends in /-u/ sound,
the transitive form will end in =/e/ru sound. Thirdly, when intransitive form

ends in-/e/ru sound, the transitive form will end in /~u/ sound.

Keywords ;) Okurigana, Verbs in Dictionary Form
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(1996: p.212) na1a k340 “Okurigana are hiragana added after kanji to
encode inflectional elements. The present guidelines for okurigana were
issued in the Cabinet Notification “Oxurigana no tsukekata” in 1973.” WAy
31N speedy look encyclopedia 2010. AR aAINdn “Okurigana is

Kana suffixes that follow Kanji in written Japanese orations. Its use is to give
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him to flections to the adjectives or verbs, an okurigana in a verb can
indicate the time of the same (future present past or/), give an affirmative or
negative meaning to him, or add a courtesy level to him. At present the “
okurigana” is written with Hiragana,.......... " wnganwdn Tevaiezuiiy
] ° a & [ A = 21 Gy ar 2 dl o ¥ o
wdagAANINednEIAuR TuATa@EY N ldleveiesursinasldinamusinefn
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A‘ o v 1o ) v v o A = = k7
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FNEIBTLITULHIUNA Coulmas (1989, p.133) falAna1aANANGY “The
combination of Kana and Kanji in running text characteristic of
contemporary usage provides the reader with some grammatical structure,
as lexical and grammatical morphemes are graphically distinguished, and
hence facilitates the reading process. It also helps to disambiguate
multivated Kanji.” \lunisativayuin lezasasusidudnueildinelssTamd
plagnsol drenszuaun1esIu LazdiasnrNiINNaadAURlAfae an
LR NE A
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= PTS o o iy L :
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NUITTRARDNNALIYNTH Eﬁﬂqu - fév\mqhb%@ Kenkyusha's New Japanese —
English Dictionary 4" edition (1988) 3l Koh Masuda Liluussaininng Anvlag
1349 Kenkyusha Uszmetyilu Snsuns 2,066 i Aendnyiiiannailsyano
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Advsiann Wuwanynanndgldanuounn (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Kenky%C5%AB Kenkyusha’s_New_Japanese- English Dictionary Windald
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publication in 1918, Kenkyuusha's New Japanese-tnglish Dictionary
(FF L ATEHE Shin wa-ei daijiten) has been the largest and most authoritative

Japanese-English dictionary ever published.” Tafiughu d1deusnuiluil
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szt [ ngu ku | nga mu | ngaveru/ | ngainy | nguru | ngasu | ngau
1 - meku |- bamu |- beru - biru — baru |- basu - mau
— tsuku |- bumu |- deru — chiru —daru |- gasu |- nau
—waku |- gumu |- eru — giru — garu |- kasu — rau
— zuku — jimu - geru — iru —karu |- masu |- wau
- ramu |- keru — jiru - maru |- rasu — rou
- rerau |- meru — kiru — naru |- sasu
— shimu |- neru — miru — saru — tasu
- yamu |- reru — riru ~ sharu |~ wasu
- zumu |- seru - taru — yasu
— teru - waru |- zasu
— zeru - zaru — bosu
— doru ¢- gosu
- koru — kosu
— moru |- rosu
— buru |- tosu
— guru |- kusu
— kuru |- rusu
- yuru
- zuru
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