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Abstract

The purpose of this research project was tc study the influential
factors that determined the tourists’ choosing Thailand as a destination.
This long-term research project was first launched in 2008 A.D. when the
first batch of data was collected using seli-administered questionnaires.
The collection of data was also done in 2010 A.D. and 2012 A.D. 1,210
copies of questionnaires were selected and analyzed using SPSS 11.5
software. The factor analysis revealed four influential factors determining
the tourists’ choosing Thailand as their destination: (1) the pre-requisites of
a tourism destination, which include standard and choice of accommodation,
food-safety and safety for tourists to travel around, (2) image of the country
as the land of beautiful beaches and beach resorts , unique Thai
architectural style, Thai cultural heritage and culture and the friendly local
people, (3) tourists’ self-development motivation and their social motivation
or motivation to meet and mix with the local people, and (4) the role of
marketing strategies and marketing communication, including

advertisement in media, travel agent's advice and word-of-mouth.

Keywords: Factors Decisions, Foreign tourists, Tourism destination
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