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Abstract

Bodhi Tree is significant to Buddhism because it is the Tree of
Enlightenment. Siddhartha Guatama, the Buddha-to-be took a seat under
the papal tree until he attained his enlightenment. The papal tree which the
Lord Buddha gained his enlightenment under is known as “Bodhi Tree”.
Today, Buddhists or those whao believe in Buddhism pay homage to the
“Bodhi Tree” (the one the Lord Buddha took a seat under on the date of his
enlightenment) and other,_ordinary Bodhi trees. The Bodhi trees will never
be cut down unlessthe high necessities arise.

Pipal Tree, Bodhi Tree, or Pra Sri Maha Bodhi was originally known
as “Assasthasor Assawat”. Its scientific name is Figus Religiosa. The
committee ‘'of botanical names at Kew Garden, London, UK stated that this
bodhivtree was very vital to the religion--Buddhism. Thus, the word
“Religiosa” was given to its botanical name. The Buddhists and Hindu
highly revere the trees. The Indians call it “Pipal Tree”, while the Sri Lankan
call it “Bodhi Tree”.

Pra Sri Maha Bodhi means the tree that each Lord Buddha took
a seat under and achieved the enlightenment under. Therefore, any types
of trees that were taken a seat under by the Lord Buddha on the date of his

enlightenment would be called “Bodhi Tree”.
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Pra Sri Maha Bodhi Trees gained different lifespan depending on
political and social situations in each period of time. The trees have been
involved with political envy despite the fact that they were just trees. In
order to understand Pra Sri Maha Bodhi trees, the study of the first tree to
the present tree must be conducted.

From the first to the present (the fourth) Bodhi Tree, the adjacent
relationship with the Lord Buddha has depicted. The first, secondy.and the
third trees were involved with the Buddhist and Hindu Kings:. In India, the
Buddhist Kings would highly revere the trees; on the contrary, the Hindu
Kings would rather terminate the trees. The fourth treehas no relation with
the Indian people. However, all of the Pra Sri Maha Bodhi trees have been
considered the spiritual center of the Buddhists all over the world. As a
consequence, the Buddhists wish to pay-homage to the Bodhi tree at least

once in their life time.

Keywords: Bodhi Tree, Tree of Enlightenment
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